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By NANCY OGROD
Please mark your calendars NOW!! 
Saturday, March 11, 2017, from 9 

am to 3 pm at the Golf Course – Club-
house 10333 Meadow Glen Way East

 Spring time is a wonderful time 
to remember those who count on In-
terfaith Community Services in Es-
condido for non-perishable food and 
assistance.  The requests for help at 
Interfaith continue to come in as more 
families find themselves in situations 
they never dreamed possible – home-
less, out of work, or unable to meet 
monthly expenses.  Help us renew 
their hope, just as the earth is being re-
newed by the spring season. 

Please bring your non-perishable, 
unexpired, canned, bagged, or boxed 
food items or fresh fruits or vegetables 
to the Golf Course clubhouse between 
the hours of 9:00 am and 3:00 pm on 
Saturday, March 11th.  Your generos-
ity in the past has helped many fami-
lies by filling Interfaith’s cupboards. 
Please, help again.

Volunteers to help collect the food as 
it is dropped off are always welcome.  
If you would like to help, or if you are 
unable to deliver your donations to the 
drop site, please contact Nancy Ogrod 
by calling at 760-749-7023 or e-mail 
at n.ogrod@yahoo.com.

With the input from the town hall 
meetings as to the priorities from com-
munity members, the board is busy 
creating a “to do” list as an organi-
zation and for the individual chair-
persons for activities and events. Our 
team of volunteers is second to none in 
their expertise and passion for Hidden 
Meadows. They exude the energy it 
takes to accomplish our goals in each 
of their respective roles. It was clear 
at the town hall meetings that median 
beautification is a high priority. Patrick 
Reilly, the Chairperson for Beautifica-
tion, is the person for the job. As the 
Golf Course Superintendent at Madei-
ra Golf Course in Poway, he brings his 
expertise to us as he “envision(s) one 

heck of a median that would welcome 
all residents and guests as they enter 
Hidden Meadows.” Additionally, the 
Sellers’ Faire is ready to take off for 
another season on March 11, thanks to 
Tania Orlova. Sarah Sealey has writ-
ten an advertisement for all graduating 
high school students who live in Hid-
den Meadows to apply for a scholar-
ship from the Foundation. In the next 
edition you will hear from Christina 
Stendall about her efforts to coordinate 
a Neighbors Helping Neighbors pro-
gram. Our only fundraising campaign 
of the year will begin mid-March, to 
make our collective hopes and dreams 
a reality. 

A Word from the President

All of the positions on the Hidden Meadows Community Foundation Board 
are filled and we are ready to roll! Many thanks to the following people who 
volunteered to serve in one of a variety of ways to organize events, activities, 
communication, beautification and support for each other. 

President ....................................................... Wendy Smith-Rogers
Vice President .............................................. Sarah Sealy
 Letter campaign, annual fundraising
 Scholarships
Secretary ...................................................... Kim Riha
 Volunteer list
Treasurer ...................................................... Rob Enfield
Fundraising Treasurer .................................. Lisa Lonsdale

Non-voting members:
Chairperson, Community Events ................. Susan Sciacca and Denise Haase
 Sellers’ Faire .................................... Tania Orlova
 Easter Egg Hunt ............................... Linda Shreve
 Garage Sale ...................................... Jennifer Hill 
 Fourth of July................................... Susan Sciacca
 Trunk or Treat .................................. Erin Amos
 Turkey Trot ...................................... Linda Shreve
 Toys for Tots .................................... Andrea Goodwin
 Progressive Dinner .......................... Denise Haase 
 Christmas Decorations ..................... Noe Silva
 Christmas Caroling .......................... Denise Haase
 Social Groups .................................. Noe Silva
 Artisan Guild ................................... Wendy Smith-Rogers
 Welcome Committee ....................... LeEtta Rudolph
 Movie Nights ................................... Lisa Wright

Chairperson, Neighbors helping  ................. Christina Stendall
 Neighbors

Chairperson, Communications ..................... Susan Wolking
 Hidden Meadow News
 Website

Chairperson, Beautification .......................... Pat Reilly 
 Medians
 Wilderness Park 

Members-at-Large ........................................ Bill Pickens
                  Sharon Cook

Our comprehensive list of worker bees for the events throughout the year 
might be missing your name! If you are willing to help at one or more of the 
above-mentioned events, bring food, or help the volunteers organize an event, 
please contact Kim Riha at kimriha819@gmail.com. 

Foundation News

Front row: Sarah Sealey, Kim Riha, Wendy Smith-Rogers, Lisa Lonsdale, Rob En-
field. Back row: Patrick Reilly, Sharon Cook, Susan Wolking, Bill Pickens
Not pictured: Christina Stendall, Susan Sciacca, Denise Haase

Foundation Board members

Spring Food Drive
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By CHRIS HOLMES

So what is a cenote?
Russ and Pam Taylor must have 

wondered this as they stared into a 
sink hole during their honeymoon trip 
to Chichen Itsa, near Cancun Mexi-
co. But, they discovered, this wasn’t 
just any  sink hole; it was the Queen 
Mother of them, the Sacred Cenote of 
the Mayan Empire, used for all sorts 
of civil and religious ceremonies – in-
cluding human sacrifice.  When the 
Taylors opened their new restaurant 
in Escondido in June, 2004, they were 
still possessed by what they’d seen and 
named their new eatery Cenote Grill.  

Set in a 7-Eleven mall at the corner 
of El Norte Parkway and Country Club 
Drive, this small eatery serves tradi-

tional Mexican food in a decidedly 
non-traditional manner. Their burritos, 
for example, fold the rice and beans IN-
SIDE the tortilla, along with salsa and 
chicken, beef or carnitas, then cover it 
with salad, guacamole, sour cream and 
more salsa. Almost as big as a loaf of 
bread, there’s always enough left over 
for the next day’s lunch. Same for the 
tostadas. Eat half for dinner and save 
the other two-thirds for lunch. Their 
chile verdi is outstanding and the mole 
sauce is home-made and marries up 
equally well with enchiladas, burritos 
or chicken fillets. 

I’ve never paid more than $15 for an 
entrée, so I can fill my stomach with-
out emptying my pockets. And then, 
like the always friendly staff, leave 
with a smile on my face.

Escondido, CA – Wednesday, Febru-
ary 8, 2017 - David Beevers, a long-
time resident of Escondido, has been 
selected as the new San Diego OASIS 
Program Manager for its North County 
operations.  David previously spent 19 
years with The Art Institutes as Senior 
Director for the West Coast Region, 
and more recently, assisted veterans 
as a Regional Manager for Wounded 
Warrior Project.

San Diego OASIS is a nonprofit 
organization serving people over the 
age of 50 throughout the San Diego 
region by promoting successful aging 
through lifelong learning, healthy liv-
ing, and community service.  “As we 
begin this new chapter for San Diego 
OASIS in North County, we look for-
ward to David Beevers expanding our 
presence throughout both the North 
County inland and coastal communi-
ties,” said Simona Valanciute, CEO 
and President of San Diego OASIS.  
In 2016, the organization was selected 
as recipient of the “Breaking Away 
Award of Excellence” by KUSI and 
Torrey Pines Bank for the various con-
tributions it brings to the community 
and is recognized as an award recipi-
ent of the 2012 Social Impact 100 In-
dex.

“I look forward to working with 

various businesses and organizations 
throughout North County, expand-
ing our services in the entire region to 
keep our inland and coastal commu-
nities active and engaged, while also 
continuing to increase and diversify 
our class offerings” said David Beev-
ers, San Diego OASIS Program Man-
ager for North County.

About San Diego OASIS
San Diego OASIS, a 501(c)3 award-

winning nonprofit organization, serves 
San Diego County residents ages 50 
and over promoting successful aging 
through Lifelong Learning, Healthy 
Living, and Community Service.  We 
offer over 1700 classes in art, finance, 
history, exercise and wellness, disease 
management, language, computer 
training, travel activities annually, and 
intergenerational volunteer opportu-
nities pairing our members with San 
Diego County elementary school chil-
dren to encourage improved literacy, 
healthy eating, and increased self-es-
teem. We have over 40,000 members, 
three office locations in Mission Val-
ley, Grossmont and Escondido with 
over 100 additional locations for pro-
gram activities.  Go to www.sandi-
egooasis.org for more information. 

Don’t miss out on

the 30% tax credit!
CSLB #831831

C-10 & C-46 Solar

Your Local Solar Experts!
Systems Designed by Masters of Engineering

• Roof Mounted 
• Ground Racks     • Car Port Mounted

Eliminate Your Electric Bill
With No Money Down!

Financing Available
for Every Situation

100% Customer Satisfaction!
Free Consultation for

Home & Business

New San Diego OASIS Program 
Manager for North County

A Moveable Feast:
Cenote Grill
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Hi everyone, are you ready to re-
sume the Sellers Faire? I hope so! The 
days of the Faire have changed to the 
2nd Saturday of each month.

This way we will not be stressing if 
the paper comes out a bit late. Every-
one will have time to read the paper 
and find out what the “theme” is and 
prepare.

So the theme for March is our ever 
popular Garage Sale. So please clean 
out your garages, closets, storage spac-
es and bring the “stuff” down to the 

Faire. You will make a bit of money, 
and make buyers very happy….it is 
called recycling or in some cases up-
cycling!

The time is still 9am to 12 noon.
Please note, if it rains there will 

NOT be a Sellers Faire. We will just 
have the next one in April.

Please do give me a call if you have 
questions, or would like to be a vendor.

Tania Orlova
760 877-8777
Tania.orlova@coldwellbanker.com

Sellers Faire, Saturday March 11

By AMY VAN LIEW
If you’ve ever felt that “ahhhh” 

feeling after an exercise session or a 
nice walk around the neighborhood, 
you probably already know—exer-
cise doesn’t just make you look and 
feel great, it also clears your mind and 
boosts your emotional well-being.   
When you exercise you release en-
dorphins and other “feel good” chem-
icals linked to mood enhancement.   
Simply put: When you get moving, 
you get happy!

In teaching both group classes and 
my one-on-one sessions, I’ve noticed 
an unexpected bonus—social well-
being and a sense of community.  

My friend and one of my first per-
sonal training clients recently sent me 
a note that said: “You are such a bless-
ing in my life, both as a friend and as 
a trainer. I enjoy every aspect of my 
exercise program, including social. 
I’m more in tune with and part of the 
community thanks to the ladies I’ve 
become friends with, and the news 
that people mention at the classes.”

I felt the unexpected bonus again 
recently in my morning group class.  
We not only got the latest neigh-
borhood news as we warmed up, I 
learned that Wendy, whose son is 

getting married in March, found the 
perfect dress for the occasion thanks 
to the generosity of Jackie, a fellow 
exerciser. Several weeks prior, Jackie 
had overheard that Wendy needed a 
dress for her son’s wedding and took 
it upon herself to look through her 
closet at home. Sure enough, amongst 
her wedding dress collection was 
the one that ended Wendy’s labored 
search.   The story brought a smile to 
my heart!

We have not only been getting 
stronger and healthier together, we 
have been building social well-being 
and a sense of community.

Don’t just read this article and do 
nothing.   While it can be hard to 
find the time, it is essential to make a 
concerted effort to get fit.   You don’t 
have to come to my classes (although 
I would love to have you).   You can 
clear your mind, boost your emotion-
al and social well-being by texting a 
neighbor and going for a walk or join-
ing the Yoga or Exercise Group at the 
Pavilion.

TODAY find some time to exercise 
and see what unexpected bonuses you 
uncover!

Exercise Offers an Unexpected Bonus 
If you have an excess of fruits, vegetables, jams, etc., you 

can swap your good for others’ produce and goods on the 
third Sunday of every month at 1 PM at Kit Carson Park, Es-
condido. The San Diego Backyard Food Exchange organizes 
this opportunity and others throughout San Diego County. 
For more information, check out http://www.sandiegounion-
tribune.com/lifestyle/home-and-garden/sdut-group-has-
fruitful-exchange-2016jan08-story.html. 

Crop Swap
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Calendar of events
Annual Events in Hidden Meadows

Sellers’ Faire Second Saturday of each month Club house parking lot

April-December

Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, April 15 Pavilion
Artisan Guild Arts and Crafts Show and Sale S/S, April 22 & 23 Pavilion
Community Garage Sale Saturday, May 6 Throughout HM
Garden Tour Saturday, May 13 
Scholarship Reception Sunday, June 11 Pavilion
Fourth of July Parade/Picnic Tuesday, July 4 Clubhouse parking lot
Summer Family Movie Nights To be determined
Trunk or Treat Saturday, October 28 Pavilion parking lot
Turkey Trot Thursday, November 23 Clubhouse parking lot 
Toys for Tots Saturday, December 2 Pavilion
Progressive Dinner Sunday, December 10 Throughout HM
Outdoor Decorations Contest December 16-25 Throughout HM
Christmas Caroling Sunday, December 17 Fire Station

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com

Submitted by Jim Larsh of Krueger Realty

Every Week
TT,   Yoga, 8 am 297-1207*
MWF, Fitness Workout,  9 am 749-6523*
W,  Bridge Group, 10 am 751-0261*

March  2017

6 VCMWD Board Mtg., District Office, 2 pm 749-1600
6 HM Community Foundation, 7 pm 749-5652
7 Bookmobile, MLGC Pkg. Lot, 1:00 - 2:00 pm 643-5125
7 MHA Architectural Rev Com Mtg, 6:30 pm  749-7278*
8  Deer Springs FPD. Bd. Mtg., 2:00 pm 749-8001
8 HM Condos, HOA Meeting, 4:00 pm 407-7575*
9     MHA Board Mtg, 6 pm   749-7278*
11 Sellers’ Faire, 9-11am, MLGC parking lot 749-5652
13  Artisan Guild. 7 – 9 pm 749-5652
17 Garden Club Meeting, 10:00 am 749-8723
20 VCMWD Board Mtg., District Office, 2 pm 749-1600
21 Bookmobile, MLGC Pkg. Lot, 1:00 - 2:00 pm 643-5125
21 CERT Monthly Mtg., 6:30 pm 525-5170*
23 Ranch HOA Mtg, 4-6 pm 407-7575*
23 HM Sponsor Group Mtg. 7:00 pm 297-1057*

April  2017

3 VCMWD Board Mtg., District Office, 2 pm 749-1600
3 HM Community Foundation, 7 pm 749-5652
4 Bookmobile, MLGC Pkg. Lot, 1:00 - 2:00 pm 643-5125
4 MHA Architectural Rev Com Mtg, 6:30 pm  749-7278*
8 Sellers’ Faire, 9-11am, MLGC parking lot 749-5652
10  Artisan Guild 7 – 9 pm 749-5652
12  Deer Springs FPD. Bd. Mtg., 2:00 pm 749-8001
12 HM Condos, HOA Meeting, 4:00 pm 407-7575*
13     MHA Board Mtg, 6 pm   749-7278*
15 HMCF Easter Egg Hunt, 9- 12 pm 415-7115*
17 VCMWD Board Mtg., District Office, 2 pm 749-1600
18 Bookmobile, MLGC Pkg. Lot, 1:00 - 2:00 pm 643-5125
18 CERT Monthly Mtg., 6:30 pm 525-5170*
21 Garden Club Meeting, 10:00 am 749-8723
22 Artisan Guild Arts & Craft Show & Sale 10-6 749-5652*
23 Artisan Guild Arts & Craft Show & Sale 10-4 749-5652*
27 Ranch HOA Mtg, 4-6 pm                             407-7575*
27 HM Sponsor Group Mtg. 7:00 pm 297-1057*

*Held at Meadows Community Center, 28208 MGWW
Meadows HOA email: meadowhoa@ATT.net
Call weekdays 9-12 pm 760-749-7278 to reserve Pavilion
The pool or park cannot be reserved

The “Everything Fitz” concert March 
18, 2 p.m. at the California Center for 
the Arts, Escondido’s Center Theater will 
raise funds for the Hidden Valley Commu-
nity Concert Association, which has been 
bringing affordable concerts to Escondido 
for 72 years.

Editor’s note: In last week’s article, we 
had the wrong date for the concert. This 
is the correct date.

“Canadian Fiddling and Step Dancing… 
Keeping tradition alive!”—The Fitzgerald 
family takes you on an exciting journey of 
music and dance styles that evolved from 
Irish and French immigrants in the 1800s, 
as well as American tap dancers. Every-
thing Fitz shares their heritage through a 
unique performance of Irish jigs and reels, 
French Canadian step dancing, and more 
modern styles that have evolved in the 
last decade. This high-energy musical and 
dance performance will captivate and in-
spire students of all ages.

The concert is the premier concert for Hid-
den Valley Community Concert Association.

CCAE Education Department is spon-
soring performances for eligible school 
groups and educational groups only. Call 
the box office to see if you are eligible and 

to purchase tickets.  Both performances 
are general admission. These special con-
certs will be held March 17 at 9:30 a.m.  
and 11:30 a.m. in the Center Theater.

Buy tickets online (below), or at the 
Center ticket office, or by calling 800-
988-4253. The ticket office is open Tues-
day – Saturday, noon–6 p.m. and Sunday, 
noon–5 p.m.

“Goldstar San Diego” has half-price 
tickets on their website. Regular tickets 
are available through the CCA&E box of-
fice at 1-800-988-4253 or online at www.
artcenter.org/

Hidden Valley Community Concert As-
sociation, a non-profit organization(501-
c3), has presented for 71 years in Escondi-
do outstanding entertainment from around 
the United States and the world.  

Dennis Tomlinson, HVCCA president, 
told the Times-Advocate: “Our Mission is 
to provide the best performers at a reason-
able cost and promote youth to attend con-
certs. We have our concerts in the wonder-
ful and intimate 404-seat Center Theater, 
located at the California Center for the 
Arts, Escondido.”

For more information visit
www.hiddenvalleyCCAescondido.info/

“Everything Fitz” Concert at CCAE to Benefit 
Hidden Valley Community Concert Association

The Fitzgerald family takes you on an exciting journey of music and dance styles 
that evolved from Irish and French immigrants.
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For the second month in a row, the 
weather continued to play havoc on 
the Garden Club’s schedule, causing a 
postponement of one week and a re-
organization of the planned February 
event.  The nursery visit couldn’t be 
rescheduled, so we planned to paint 
garden rocks and proceed with our 
planned plant exchange.  The day of 
the 24th dawned with temperatures in 
the 40’s but by the event’s start-time 
of 11:00, it had warmed up to about 60 
degrees.  In the full sun of the Lons-
dale’s south-facing patio, the tempera-
ture was warm enough to keep the 24 
participants comfortable and smiling.

Members arrived bearing succulent 
cuttings and small potted plants, from 
their own gardens, to share with others.  
This turned out to be the biggest plant 
exchange the club has ever had.  The 
plants were laid out in a long line and 
everyone had access to take as many as 
they wanted.  There was such a large 
quantity that a few ladies were able to 
fill the backs of their SUV’s with what 
was left over.  The great thing about 

succulents is that they don’t have to 
replanted immediately and can still be 
viable for weeks, if stored in a cool lo-
cation, allowing more time to decide 
what to do with them.

The group then moved to tables set 
up on the patio, where art supplies had 
been arranged by the hostess.  Starting 
with black river rocks as their canvas, 
each person decorated their rock using 
acrylic paints, creating stunning art that 
could be displayed indoors, on top of 
the soil of a potted plant or out in the 
garden.  If protected with a weather-
proof clear sealer, they will stand up to 
the weather for several years.  During 
this fun activity, the members enjoyed 
much conversation and took a break to 
enjoy a lunch of sandwiches, salads and 
desserts.  It turned out to be a perfect 
day to enjoy the company of friends, the 
gorgeous view of the mountains and a 
walk around the Lonsdale gardens. 

We welcomed two new member fami-
lies this month:  Doreen and Patrick Pol-
ing and Robin Rabens, who have lived in 
the Meadows less than two years.  The 
March 17th event will be at the home of 
one of the members who wants help with 
ideas for re-landscaping part of their 
large property.  This is called a Design 
Charrette.  The April 21st event will be a 
visit to “Grand Traditions” in Fallbrook, 
which is Wedding Venue featuring large 
gardens; they offer paid tours to large 
groups on the weekdays.  Part of the fee 
is picked up by the club’s treasury for 
club members.  If you are interested in 
our club, please contact Lisa at (760) 
749-8723 or ldlonsdale4@gmail.com.

By LISA LONSDALE
The Garden Club held its annual 

Planning Meeting on January 27th 
at the home of Frances and Norman 
Monk, who live in the beautiful area 
of High Mountain on the southwest 
corner of Hidden Meadows, with its 
huge boulders and stately homes.  The 
meeting was postponed from the pre-
vious week due to heavy rains and 
wind.  The bad weather was forgotten 
with the return of sunshine and mild 
temperatures.  The gathering consisted 
of 26 members who enthusiastically 
participated in the tasks at hand.

The meeting started with introduc-
tions of attendees, where we wel-
comed three new families, Lois Hum-
phreys, Linda & John Shreve, Geri & 
Ron Beam.  The announcement that 
Francoise Geiser will continue for a 
third year as our club president was 
welcomed by all.  Thanks Francoise 
for your commitment to the group.  
We moved on to the treasury report by 
Lisa, which showed that the club has 
enough reserve from last year, when 
added to this year’s dues ($10 per 
household), will cover the costs for 
the year’s workshop supplies, potluck 
supplies and more.

Discussion moved to the main 
topic of the meeting; deciding on the 
year’s event schedule.  The club usu-
ally meets on the third Friday of each 
month, at 10 a.m. and holds an an-
nual potluck in August, at a member’s 
home.  Some variations to dates and 
times were made with some still to be 
determined.  The 2017 Schedule of 
Events is as follows:

After successfully coming to agree-
ment on the proposed activities, the 
meeting was adjourned.  About half of 
the attendees stayed for a brown-bag 
lunch, goodies provided by our host-
ess and to catch up with their garden-
ing friends.  Thanks to the Monk’s for 
inviting us into their beautiful home 
for this occasion.  If you are inter-
ested in our club, please contact Lisa 
at (760)749-8723 or email at ldlons-
dale4@gmail.com.

Date Event Time
Jan 27 Annual Planning Meeting 10 a.m.
Feb 17 Visit to Desert Theatre Nursery in the Meadows/Cutting Exchange 10 a.m.
Mar 17 Design “Charrette” at Dunn Home 10 a.m.
Apr 21 Visit to “Grand Traditions” in Fallbrook 9:30 a.m.
May - Date to be determined Local Gardens Tour & Foundation Fundraiser To be determined
Jun 16 Visit to Waterwise Botanical Nursery 10 a.m.
Jul 21 Visit to Archi’s Acres in Valley Center 10 a.m.
Aug 13 – Sat. Vineyard Tour/Potluck Dinner in Lotus Pond/Photo Contest 5:00 p.m.
Sep 15 Nursery Hopping in Fallbrook/Lunch at Garden Cafe 9:30 a.m.
Oct 20 Workshop – Pumpkin and “Treasures” Planting 10 a.m.
Nov 17 Workshop – Holiday Centerpieces 10 a.m.
Dec  No planned event 

Garden Club News
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Jan 26: Middle nine. 1st Place, San-
dra Watkins, 2nd Place. Ellen Koury, 
and 3rd Place, Mary Jo Moore.
Feb 2: Ace of the Month. Ace was 
Sandra Watkins and Queen was Ellen 
Koury, Elisssa Hamilton was 3rd.
Feb 9:  First 4 and last Five. 1st place, 

Pauly Schoolcraft, 2nd Place Ellen 
Koury, 3rd Place, Donna Williams.
Feb 16:  Long John’s. 1st Place San-
dra Watkins, 2nd Place, Ellen Koury, 
3rd Place, Kathryn Christenson.

This & That
On February 2, we held a general 

MARCIA RAMBAUD
760.390.7533

MarciaRambaud@yahoo.com

WHERE EXPERIENCE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE!

SOLDSOLD

PENDING

Sweeps Results
Our Women’s Club welcomes new members Gayle Beasley and  Donna Huhn.

meeting. Ellen related information 
about our the new Course Superin-
tendent, Sylvester Lucas. Sounds like 
there a lot of good things planned for 
the future. Welcome Mr. Lucas.

The Most Improved player of the 

Month for January was Sandra Watkins.
One of our favorite members, Anita 

Mareschal had knee replacement sur-
gery so we will miss her for a while. 
Hoping for a quick recovery for Anita. 

Our president, Ellen Koury, attended 
a meeting of Presidents at SDCWGA 
to discuss coming changes. In 2018 
all women’s associations in Southern 
California will be folded into SCGA. 
Handicapping will be changed and 
will be done by SCGA and USGA. 
Membership dues will increase con-
siderably. SDCWGA will still be op-
erating—just not doing handicapping, 
rating, rules, etc. SDCWGA will con-
tinue to run  tournaments and team play 
for women in the San Diego area. The 
dues at present for SCGA are higher 
than the dues we have been paying to 
SDCWGA. In addition, all members of 
SCGA will be members of USGA so 
we will be paying dues to the USGA 
too. Many changes coming.  We can 
expect the dues to go up in 2018.

Our Women’s Club continues to 
grow. So far this month we have two 
more new members. Welcome to Gay-
le Beasley and Donna Huhn.

Membership Information
Membership information for Boul-

der Oaks Women’s Golf Club is 
available by contacting Jude Begell at 
760-505-5188 or email judebegell@
cox.net. The Boulder Oaks Women’s 
Golf Club (formerly Meadow Lake 
Women’s Golf club) invites all ladies 
who like golf to join our club. We 
play sweeps and tournaments. We 
welcome new and/or experienced 
golfers of every handicap. For golf 
on Thursdays, please contact Donna 
Williams at 760-751-1787 or email 
dcwmsretired@yahoo.com. 
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Welcome Our New Neighbors!

JUST LISTED
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WHERE HOME MATTERS

The Real Estate Industry is Changing, and So are WE!

Fresh Approach, Same EXCELLENT Service!

760.749.4640
HiddenMeadows.com
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Escondido, CA
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By Lisa Lonsdale
Weather should start to warm this month.  Here are some tips to help gar-

dens grow.  Have fun!

What to Plant
1. This month roses will begin that first bloom. Plant potted roses now
2. Azaleas and camellias are best planted while blooming. March is still a 
prime bloom month.
3. Start planting perennials and annuals. 
4. There is still time for planting bulbs! 
5. Plant a few gladioli every week until the end of March to get a continual 
bloom through the summer.
6. Sow row crop vegetable seeds directly into your garden beds this month, 
such as lettuce, squash, kales, carrots, radish, and beans, Transplant any 
seedlings, such as peppers, artichokes, asparagus, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 
cabbage, cauliflower, kale and rhubarb and tomatoes around the 21st of the 
month.  Also, transplant strawberry, blackberry and raspberry plants.
7. Start herbs from seeds and transplant mint, rosemary, sage, tarragon and 
thyme. 
8. Now’s a good time to plant citrus and avocado trees. 

9. Finish planting most California Natives this month. 
10. Plant and transplant succulents.

Feeding and Maintenance
1. Vegetables – Amend and mulch veg-

etable beds to prepare for spring 
planting. 

2. Herbs – Weed and 
amend beds with a good 
planter mix. 

3. Fruit Trees and 
Vines – Irrigate 
fruit trees and vines 
when new growth 

begins. Water to a 

depth of 3 feet. If you live inland, you can now start to fertilize your citrus. 
Apply fertilizer high in nitrogen.

4. Deciduous Fruit Trees – Start to thin out fruit on apples, pears and stone 
fruits when they are about one-half inch in size.  Space fruit four to six 
inches apart. Leave one fruit per spur.

5. Flower Beds – When preparing your flower beds for planting, use a 
natural mix that enriches the soil so plants can perform at their best.

6. Roses – Start your growing season fertilizer routine. Depending on your 
preference, there are many organic and synthetic fertilizers available. Con-
trol aphids by washing them off with a strong spray of water from the hose 
in the early morning. Insecticidal soaps and horticultural sprays are effective 
to control aphids. 

7. Bromeliad – Start cleaning Bromeliad after their dormancy. Cut dead 
leaves, remove spent blossoms and clean the entire plant by flushing be-
tween the leaves and center cup. Check for scale and treat if needed. Keep 
snails and slug away with snail baits.

8. Perennials – Thin.  Dig up each clump so that the root ball come up in-
tact. Wash or gently shake off excess soil, then cut into divisions with a sharp 
knife. Each division should have plenty of roots and a few leaves. Replant 
immediately.

9. Camellias – Feed camellias this month. Begin an annual fertilizer sched-
ule. Feed three times a year. 

10. Trees and Shrubs – Fertilize.  You can begin pruning your ornamental 
shrubs (pittosporum, boxwood, etc.) for hedges. Wait to prune spring-flow-
ering shrubs and trees until their blooming is over.

11. Iris – Start feeding with low-nitrogen fertilizer.  Water regularly if there 
is no rain. Clean beds and keep weeds under control.  Watch for pests. 

12. Native Plants – If rainfall is adequate, no extra watering is needed. 
13. Geraniums – Remove dead or damaged leaves. This will promote new 

growth and protect against molds and fungi. 
14. Orchids – Repot any needing a new pot. Train developing spikes. Fer-

tilizers can be increased this time of year. Make sure to protect from sun 
damage.

Start watching for pests.  Warmer weather speeds their life cycles.  Soapy 
water and insecticidal soap products are good, safe choices.

My Green Thumb
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Established 21 years in Hidden Meadows

Cleaning Services Residential & Commercial
New Construction & Remodel Final Cleanup

Free Estimates • Licensed

(760) 525-5204Great Referrals!

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com

Your Local 
Propane Choice

1561 S. Mission Road, Fallbrook CA 92028
www.fallbrookpropanegas.com

760.728.9353   

24/7 Emergency Response
Free On-site Consultations

Local Friendly Service
Experienced Personnel

New Fleet of Delivery Trucks
Dependable Deliveries

We will perform a Free on-site analysis and estimate 
for propane equipment installation and maintenance 
to help you determine exactly what you need. 

Visit us on:

*Ask about Hidden Meadows and 
Rimrock Community Special Pricing

Resources:
Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT)

The Deer Springs CERT program 
is comprised of volunteers who have 
completed a 40-hour training program 
designed by FEMA that includes in-
struction in light search and rescue, 
medical triage, ways to improve home 
and work place safety, and how to pre-
pare for an emergency. The volunteer 
are also trained in CPR, first aid and 
in the use for a defibrillator. Contact 
Marc Weissman at 760-525-5170 or 
marcweissman11@gmail.com.

Community Sponsor Group
The members, appointed by the San 

Diego County Board of Supervisors, 
meet monthly to provide a communi-
cation link with the San Diego County 
Planning and Land Use Department. 
They review and make recommenda-
tions on all types of land use, building 
matters and other planning issues that 
affect our community life. Their ar-
eas of interest include property north 
of the city of Escondido, east of I-15, 
south of Old Castle Road, and west of 
Valley Center. Contact Wayne Dauber 
at 760-749-6085 or hmdaub@cox.net 
for more information. 

Deer Springs Fire Safe Council
The mission of the Deer Springs Fire 

Safe Council (DSFSC) is to preserve 
lives, property and natural resources 
by mobilizing all members of our com-
munity to make our neighborhoods fire 
safe. This is accomplished through the 
following:

Education- Through the use of in-
structional literature, meetings, the 
website www.deerspringsfiresafe-
council.com and newspaper articles, 
the Council shall disseminate proven 
measures for fire safety. This informa-
tion will be provided to every district 

resident at least once each year. 
Prevention- The council shall take 

the necessary steps to mitigate future 
wildfires and other uncontrolled fires 
within the community. 

Communication- The Council shall 
acquire and develop the necessary ca-
pabilities to communicate to all our 
residents during an emergency event. 

Contact Craig Cook at 760-749-4292.

Emergency Communication System
The Deer Springs Fire Safe Council 

sponsors its own Emergency Communi-
cations System (ECS) that will call reg-
istered residents in the event of an emer-
gency. This is a free service provided by 
local members of the council but you 
MUST be registered to receive a call. 
A system-wide test is conducted each 
summer to make sure everyone who has 
registered will receive a test call. Any 
phone number in the United States may 
be registered. To register, visit www.
deerspringsfiresafecouncil.com. 

An information hotline is updated 
during emergencies or noteworthy 
events and may be called 24/7 at 949-
472-1407. Red flags are placed on the 
“Fire Danger Signs” during red flag 
warnings. 

Homeowners Associations
The Meadows Homes Association (HMA)

760-749-7278
Rimrock Homeowners Association

760-749-4008
Hidden Meadows Ranch
Homeowners Association

760-407-7575
Silverado Management Services

Oak Ranch Homeowners Association 

Neighborhood Watch
Although not active as of this print-

ing, the purpose of the organization is 
to ensure safety of the Hidden Mead-
ows residents and their property. Block 

Captains are needed in all neighbor-
hoods for this program to be effec-
tive. Although Hidden Meadows is a 
low crime rate area, vigilant neighbors 
help keep it that way. If you are in-
terested in organizing Neighborhood 
Watch, contact Wayne Dauber at 760-
749-6085 or hmdaub@cox.net. 

Organizations:
Artisan Guild

The Hidden Meadows Artisan Guild 
seeks to 
Inspire, foster and promote arts and 
crafts of all mediums, 
Promote supportive networking, mar-
keting, and social opportunities, 
Encourage member empowerment, 
educational opportunities, and fun
Develop an appreciation of the arts 
within our community

Contact Wendy Smith-Rogers at 
760-749-5652 or wsmithrogers@
gmail.com

Bridge
Weekly Bridge for women is held at 

the pavilion. Contact Joanne Boessow 
at 760-751-4166 or mjab33@cox.net.

Bunco
There are several women’s Bunco 

groups in the community, but are inde-
pendently run by groups of women who 
want to have fun once a month. If in-
terested, consider putting an ad in next-
door.com for other interested residents. 

Hidden Meadows Community 
Foundation

In the heart of the community lies 
the Foundation whose purpose is four-
fold: 
Beautification programs such as the 
maintenance of the medians
Neighbors Helping Neighbors (tem-
porary assistance for residents in dis-
tress)
Scholarships for residents who are 
graduating from high school
Community events. 

All donations are tax-deductible. 
Contact Wendy Smith-Rogers at 760-
749-5652 or wsmithrogers@gmail.com. 

Garden Club
Everyone in the community who is 

interested in gardening is invited to 
participate in the Hidden Meadows 

Garden Club. Monthly events include 
field trips around the county, plant 
exchanges, plant and garden crafts as 
well as ongoing exchanges of ideas 
and expertise on the local flora and 
fauna. Contact Lisa Lonsdale at 760-
749-8723 or ldlonsdale4@gmail.com.

Ladies Bible Study
The group meets weekly on Tuesday 

mornings during September through 
May in the homes of the participants. 
Contact Bonnie Miymoto at 760-297-
1508 or Debbie Hamer at 760-297-1108.

Social Groups
Several social groups have been or-

ganized in Hidden Meadows over the 
years for those who want to meet other 
couples throughout the community. 
Typically twelve households make up 
a group so that a gathering can be or-
ganized once a month at each other’s 
homes. Each group has its own way of 
planning the gatherings, such as pot-
luck, drink and appetizers, outings, 
brunch, or hosts providing everything. 
For more information, contact Noe 
Silva at noesilva09@gmail.com or 
858-527-8385. 

Tennis Club
Current tennis players range from 25 

to over 90 years young. Some matches 
are organized according to ability, but 
most are just fun mathes where everyone 
can play. Contact Katy Freeze at 760-
749-9722 or clarkfreese@gmail.com. 

Women’s Golf Club
The Boulder Oaks Women’s Golf 

Club is a member of the San Diego 
County Women’s Golf Association 
and Santa Margarita Women’s Golf 
Association. The latter offers inter-
club competitive matches with nearby 
clubs. Thursday is Ladies Day at eh 
course with a variety of tournament 
formats played throughout the year. 
Membership in the Boulder Oaks Golf 
Course is not required for women 
wishing to join this club. Contact Jude 
Begell at 760-505-5188 or judebe-
gell@cox.net.

Women’s Social Group
Monthly gatherings at members’ 

homes for a potluck dinner and conver-
sation are a wonderful way to meet new 
faces in Hidden Meadows. for informa-
tion contact Linda Collins at 760-751-
0527 or hmwsg92026@aol.com.

Hidden Meadows Community Groups and Organizations
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Group Home in Valley Center is cur-
rently hiring Child Care Workers for 
our adolescent boys group home. 
F/T awake overnight and P/T shifts, 
including weekends and evenings. 
Supervise "at risk" adolescent boys. 
Ability to pass background checks in-
cluding DOJ, FBI, Child Abuse, and 
drug screen. Must be 21 or older, have 
a valid California driver's license, and 
a good driving record. One year previ-
ous related experience, BA or 12 units 
Early Child units + 100 hours experi-
ence working with youth is required. 
$12.50 to $14.00 per hour. Full time 
positions include medical, paid time 
off, and paid holidays. Call today for 
an application and more information. 
(951) 765-6955.

CLASSIFIED AD

Michael Carlson, D.D.S.
carlsondental.net

• Providing quality dental care to patients of all ages
• Now offering dental implants for missing teeth and denture stability
• We see same day emergencies

Serving Hidden Meadows Residents for 40 Years

(760) 747-2616
726 E. Grand Avenue, Suite A

Escondido, CA 92025
Monday - Thursday 8am - 5pm

Law Office of Diane Haisha-DeForest

SERVING HMN READERS SINCE 2001

Contact Lawyer Di
Diane Haisha-DeForest

Attorney / R.E. Broker / Notary

858-560-0776
Email: diane@lawyerdi.com • Website: lawyerdi.com

Let us help you start the New Year off with Peace of Mind.
Contact our office for an affordable Estate Plan.

Our sincere thanks to all of our past, present and future
estate planning clients for their business and referrals.

• Revocable Living Trusts • Last Will & Testaments • Durable Powers of Attorney
• Property Deeds • Probate • Advance Health Care Directives • Business Organizations

• Conservatorships • Trustee Removal • All Real Estate Services
• California Professional Trustee Services • Pre and Post Marital Agreements

Mobile services provided at no additional charge. (weekday, evening and weekend appointments available.)

Do it once, do it right!

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com

The Nextdoor Hidden Meadows 
site has carried an interesting discus-
sion thread recently about an article in 
the San Diego Union-Tribune which 
described a 2,135 home development 
the Newland Sierra Group is trying to 
get approved in the area north of Deer 
Springs Rd and west of I-15.

There was an earlier attempt at 
building a development in that area 
going back at least as far as 2004. At 
that time they were proposing 3,391 
dwellings with 12.9 acres devoted to 
commercial use. It came close to be-
ing approved before by the San Diego 
County Supervisors. I do not recall the 
details of how that worked but I do re-
call there was a lot of infighting among 
the Supervisors and that the outcome 
was very much in question for a long 
time. Eventually it was defeated, 
sometime in 2010 I believe, but we al-
ways expected that piece of property 
would attract the attention of another 
developer, and of course it has.

Newland Sierra has been briefing 
several City Planning Groups and 
Community Sponsor Groups in our 
area about this project for at least a 
year. I believe the the proposed de-
velopment area falls primarily within 
the Twin Oaks Valley and Fallbrook, 
and possibly Bonsall Sponsor Group 
areas. Your Hidden Meadows Sponsor 
Group has and will again be asked to 
comment on this project, but since it 
falls outside of our area of responsibil-
ity we will not be asked for a formal 
recommendation.

Newland Sierra still has a lot of 
work to do before they can actual seek 

County approval for changes to the 
San Diego County Specific Plan that 
was completed in 2010 and set limits 
for dwelling density, commercial, and 
other land use. They will also have 
to certify sufficient supply and com-
plience with water, waste water, and 
other utilities will be available, and 
that envieronmental requirements are 
complied with.

Since the recommendations and 
comments have been generally nega-
tive with specific objections to a num-
ber of features Newland Sierra we 
expect to see another round of brief-
ings to the affected areas Sponsor and 
Planning Groups. When we know 
they will be here or at the Twin  Oaks 
Valley Sponsor Group meeting we 
will publish whatever information we 
have about that in this newspaper and 
on the newspaper’s web site.

The following are some excerpts of 
comments submitted to the County 
Planning Group following the New-
land Sierra briefing we received in 
May.

“The first concern is that this project 
in not in compliance with the General 
Plan, and as such, if it is allowed to go 
forward, would be a precedent and in-
dicator of the county’s  intent or will-
ingness to disregard the guidance and 
provisions of  the General Plan.”

“project area is basically the begin-
ning of the first significant pristine 
wild area travelers encounter as they 
drive north from the heavily populated 
city areas. The rural character of this 
area, and the expectation that it would 
remain so as county policy was a ma-

jor consideration of many of the local 
residents when they chose to purchase 
their property and settle here.”

“The effects of the noise and dust 
which would be produced by this proj-
ect fall hardest on the Lawrence Welk 
community and resort and the Rim 
Rock community which are down-
wind of the site during the prevail-
ing coastal breezes. Newland Sierra 
speakers described a rock crushing 
facility which would be on site and 
active during the construction period. 
This raises the question of both short 
and long term health effects on the 
communities downwind of the site. 
The Lawrence Welk villages, the Rim 
Rock area, Hidden Meadows and, to at 
least some extent, the Jesmond Dene 
area would be directly downwind of 
this activity during much of the time.”

“Although Newland Sierra is ap-
parently reserving land for a charter 
school they are apparently providing 
no funding support for said school. 
This brought questions about con-
cerns for loading the neighboring 
school districts until a school actually 
comes on line in the community.”

“. . . Newland Sierra’s apparent in-
tent to leave an essential section of 
Deer Springs Road as basically a two 
lane road with the center turn lane met 
with almost unanimous opposition. It 
was considered to be no significant 
improvement to a road already unable 
carry the load effectively in either di-
rection during some parts of the day. 
This was compounded by allowing 
up to 500 of the housing units to be 
occupied prior to completion of the 

Deer Springs road project, potentially 
adding nearly twenty-five percent of 
the projected traffic from the develop-
ment to an already overcrowded road 
project.”

“There is also the concern that 
CalTrans has not revealed any de-
tailed plans for the adjacent I-15 in-
terchange, although we heard that its 
footprint may include the Mesa Rock/
Deer Springs road intersection on the 
west side and the Deer Springs/Moun-
tain Meadow Rd/Old 395 Hwy inter-
section and the Park and Ride lot on 
the east side.”

As I recall there were about twenty 
people in the audience at the Newland 
briefing. Of that group about fifteen 
people took advantage of the question 
and comment period that followed. 
One person was moderately in favor 
of allowing the project to go forward. 
The rest were questions about details 
that had been briefed or statesments in 
opposition to the project, some both.

I hope this sheds some light on the 
comments and questions that have ap-
peared on the Hidden Meadows Next-
Door site, and perhaps encourages a 
few more of our nieghbors to join the 
site. It has become a useful and infor-
mative asset in our community.

For instance, that is where I learned 
why the traffic lights at the bottom of 
Mountain Meadow Rd and Center City 
Parkway are working the way they 
are now, what is needed to make them 
work the way they used to, and when 
we might expect that to happen. If you 
don’t know that and would like to, 
think about joining the NextDoor site.

Hidden Meadows Communty Concerns About the Newland Sierra Proposals

By NOE SILVA AND ERIKA GARCIA
Saturday morning, excited and de-

lighted to take part in another thrilling 
first,  I joined the Hidden Meadows Wel-
coming Committee.

I met with Denise Haase, Susan Wolk-
ing and Wendy Smith-Rogers at the 
parking lot of the Meadows Deli Mar-
ket. These ladies were impressively or-
ganized.  Susan, the designated co-pilot 
for the day, had a route mapped out of 
the homes we were going to visit. While 
we were on route, I learned that LeEtta 
Rudolph originally had the idea to create 
a welcoming committee several years 
ago. Unfortunately, she could not join 
us that day. We went out into the neigh-
borhood to present welcome bags to the 
new families who have recently moved 
into their new homes. Each welcome 
bag consisted of  information about the 

neighborhood, fire safety, a cook book, 
and locally grown fruit.

Here is a recap our day. It was approxi-
mately 10:15 AM and pouring rain when 
we arrived at the first house. The new 
residents were pleasantly surprised and 
somewhat shocked to see some smiling 
faces at the door. 

As we made our way through our route, 
there were a couple of residents who took 
a while to open their door, but it is safe to 
assume they were tired and still busy un-
packing, We noticed more young couples 
moving in with their families.  We met a 
young college student who moved down 
here with his parents from Oregon. I’m 
sure he wasn’t missing the weather from 
home given that it was still raining heav-
ily. We finally made our way around the 
entire neighborhood and approached the 
last home on our schedule. Carol greeted 

us and a couple seconds later her hus-
band,  Steve, joined us. The couple invit-
ed us into their lovely home and we had 
the pleasure to chat for about forty min-
utes. Within that time, Steve, with tears 
in his eyes, told us the story of how this 
home became theirs and I immediately 
got chills. I do not think it was by mere 
coincidence that they found this house. 
This house was meant to be theirs.

On an ending note, I am very thankful 
for the opportunity to join the ladies on 
that rainy day.  Additionally, I am thrilled 
to share information with our new neigh-
bors and spark their interest in our social 
groups. If you or anyone you know is in-
terested in joining a social group please 
feel free to email me at noesilva09@
gmail.com or call at (858) 527-8385. I 
will be more than happy to connect you 
with wonderful people.

Hidden Meadows Welcoming Committee
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Who doesn’t love a good 
quiche? Ha. Well I have 
never been a real fan un-
til I tried making different 
crusts for them instead of 
the flakey pastry crust. But 
this one added meat and ab-
solute deliciousness to this 
all-time favorite breakfast or 
brunch treat. I made this over 
the weekend with a side of 
fruit salad for my Grandpa 
Rocky’s birthday and the 
family loved this twist! 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees

10 pieces thick cut bacon
5 eggs
1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese
1 cup shredded parmesan cheese
1 bunch of green onions diced
1 potato diced into tiny pieces
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp onion powder
1 cup heavy cream
1/4 cup milk
Salt/pepper to taste

Take the thick cut bacon and weave a lattice design on a baking sheet with 
parchment paper or tin foil. Bake for 15 minutes and let cool for five. Place 
bacon lattice in a pie pan that has been sprayed with non stick cooking spray. 
Place paper towels on top of the bacon and weigh down with a sauté pan for 
five minutes. 

Remove pan and paper towel. Bake diced potatoes seasoned with the gar-
lic and onion powder for ten minutes. Remove potatoes and put in a large 
bowl with the eggs, milk, cream, green onions, parmesan, mozzarella and 
salt/pepper. Mix together with a fork and pour into pie pan. Bake into the 
oven for 40 minutes and let cool for ten minutes before serving. Enjoy!

Bacon Crust Quiche

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com

The Easter Bunny Is On The Way
Grab Your Baskets And Hop On Over

Please Join Us For
Hidden Meadows Annual
EASTER EGG HUNT

Saturday, April 15, 2017 at 10am
Hidden Meadows Pavillion

28208 Meadow Glen Way West

Questions:
Linda Shreve 760-415-7115 • Linda.shreve@yahoo.com

Donations Needed:
Candy (wrapped - no chocolate)

Juice Boxes • Water Bottles
Cookies • Cash Donations

HIDDEN
MEADOWS

NEWS
Your Hometown Newspaper

~ Delivered to your mailbox every month ~
www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com

Call for advertising information.

760-749-1112

Donations may be dropped off at:
HomeSmart Office

27725 Mt. Meadow Rd.
Suite 35
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By Pat Buntin
Just over 2 years ago, my husband 

Roy and I moved from Troy, Michigan 
to San Diego. Our two sons moved 
here about 12 years earlier, when they 
graduated from college. They both 
married California girls and started 
having California babies. We knew 
then that they would not be moving 
back to the cold, snowy winters. So, 
once Roy and I both retired, we moved 
here and bought a home in Hidden 
Meadows. Everyday we comment to 
each other how much we enjoy the 
abundance of sunny days.

We love to travel and moving to the 
West coast gives us the opportunity 
to see this part of the country. Since 
our sons have lived here for a while, 
during our annual visits, we would see 
the great places that San Diego has to 
offer. We visited the zoos, the Balboa 
park museums, Coronado Island, Old 
Town, Embarcadero, Seaport Village, 
Julian and so on. We ventured out fur-
ther to Catalina Island, Santa Barbara, 
and Hearst Castle.

But now that we moved here, we 
were not sure what else was out there 
to see. We now had more time to ex-
plore our new Southern California 
home and we didn’t have to cram our 
trips into a one week vacation period. 
This is when we discovered DayTrip-
perbTours. They describe themselves 
as Deluxe Motor Coach Excursions 
from San Diego. They are based in El 
Cajon.

We have gone on several of the trips 
and thoroughly enjoyed them all. One 
of the first trips we went on was to the 
Laguna Beach Festival of Arts & Pag-

eant of the Masters. The motor coach-
es, which seem to be very new and in 
excellent condition, picked us up at the 
location we selected - the San Marcos 
Senior Center (Twin Oaks near High-
way 78). There are other pickup loca-
tions you can select.

The tour got us into Laguna Beach 
in time that so we could visit the 
Sawdust Art Festival - which was 
across the street from the Pageant of 
the Masters location. There was also 
enough time to walk a couple streets 
to the waterfront and have dinner (on 

our own) at a lovely French restaurant 
on the beach. The tour included very 
good seats in the reserved Main Tier 
seating at the Pageant of the Masters. 
This was a unique experience to see 
the “living pictures” with real people 
posing on stage to look exactly like 
famous works of art. Once the event 
was over, we merely walked out of the 
venue and entered the waiting bus. We 
relaxed in the comfy seats as the driv-
er navigated the heavy traffic around 
the event and returned us to the Senior 
Center.

Exploring Southern California

As part of its bylaws, the 
Hidden Meadows Community 
Foundation seeks to advance 
education through the grant-
ing of scholarships to quali-
fied high school seniors and 
students currently enrolled in 
junior or four-year colleges. 
HMCF is pleased to announce 
the 2017 opportunity for high 
school graduates (or pend-
ing graduates) who live in 
Hidden Meadows and have 
a minimum GPA of 3.5 (on a 
4.0 scale). To apply for these 
college scholarships, please 
email Sarah Sealey at sarah@
bretandsarah.com for the ap-
plication and additional re-
quirements. The deadline for 
submission is April 30, 2017.

HMCF 
College 
Scholarship 
Applications 
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Friday morning SDG&E unveiled 
and symbolically flipped the switch for 
the world’s largest lithium ion battery 
array—in Escondido’s industrial zone. 

The 30 megawatt (MW) energy stor-
age facility is capable of storing up to 
120 megawatt hours of energy, the en-
ergy equivalent of serving 20,000 cus-
tomers for four hours.

Escondido Mayor Sam Abed  de-
clared: “Escondido is truly a great city 
and the completion of the world’s larg-
est lithium ion battery energy storage 
facility is yet another example of how 
the City of Escondido is now a leader 
for our region and America.”  

The new facility, built in partnership 
with AES Energy Storage, will enhance 
regional energy reliability while maxi-
mizing renewable energy use, say San 
Diego Gas & Electric Co.

Most people don’t realize that elec-
tricity is produced at about the same 
rate that it is consumed, unlike, say, 
water, that, as it is produced, is directed 
into reservoirs for storage and later con-
sumption. As the state relies more on 
renewable energy sources, such as so-
lar, which, by definition, only produces 
electricity during the day time, electri-
cal storage becomes more important.

As of 2016, by the far the largest 
source of off-grid energy storage has 
been, ironically enough, hydroelectric 
dam power generation. 

A move to store electricity close to 
the place where it will be utilized could, 
if done widely enough, eventually do 

away with things such as brownouts 
and blackouts.

That is the significance of the stor-
age facility that went on line Friday. 
It will enhance regional energy reli-
ability while maximizing renewable 
energy use. 

Last year, the California Public 
Utility Commission (CPUC) directed 

Southern California investor-owned 
electric utilities to fast-track additional 
energy storage options to enhance re-
gional energy reliability. In response, 
SDG&E expedited ongoing negotia-
tions and contracted with AES Energy 
Storage to build two projects for a to-
tal of 37.5 MW of lithium ion battery 
energy storage. In addition to the 30 

SDG&E Unveils World’s Largest Lithium Ion Battery 
Energy Storage Facility in Escondido

Aerial photo of SDG&E’s 24 containers that makeup the world’s largest lithium ion battery energy storage facility in Escondido.

MW facility built in Escondido, Calif., 
a smaller 7.5 MW installation was built 
in El Cajon.

“San Diego County is a community of 
leadership and innovation, so it is only 
fitting that this community should re-
ceive the benefit of this unique project,” 
said Scott Drury, SDG&E’s president. 
“For more than a decade, SDG&E has 
been at the forefront to deliver results 
consistent with state and local clean en-
ergy and carbon emission goals. These 
projects affirm our commitment to de-
liver clean energy to customers and to 
provide a more reliable power supply to 
our electric grid when it is most need-
ed.”

John Zahurancik, AES Energy Stor-
age President said, “SDG&E is a leader 
in providing clean, reliable power to 
their customers, and we’re honored that 
they chose Advancion Energy Storage 
to serve their needs. These two projects, 
including the world’s largest advanced 
energy storage site, are the latest proof 
of energy storage’s capacity to scale up 
and solve our most pressing grid issues 
in a short period.” He added, “The scale 
and long duration of the project signals 
a new era for storage being deployed as 
flexible capacity.”

The 400,000 batteries, similar  to 
those in electric vehicles, were installed 
in nearly 20,000 modules and placed in 
24 containers. The batteries will act like 
a sponge, soaking up and storing ener-
gy when it is abundant—when the sun 
is shining, the wind is blowing and en-
ergy use is low—and releasing it when 
energy resources are in high demand. 
This will provide reliable energy when 
customers need it most, and maximize 
the use of renewable resources such as 
solar and wind.

Energy storage is playing a key role 
in SDG&E’s commitment to deliver-
ing clean, safe and reliable energy. By 
2030, the company expects to develop 
or interconnect more than 330 MWs 
of energy storage on the system. These 
projects can help support the delivery 
of more renewables to customers and 
help strengthen SDG&E’s record as the 
most reliable utility in the West.

 For more information visit SDGE-
news.com or connect with SDG&E 
on Twitter (@SDGE), Instagram (@
SDGE) and Facebook.


