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Recent town meetings brought out 
many residents of The Meadows to 
where Hidden Meadows Community 
Foundation (HMCF) President Wendy 
Smith-Rogers, explained a brief his-
tory of the ARO and Foundation and 
why so many residents as well as cur-
rent and past community leaders be-
lieve that one community organization 
makes sense. 

The dissolution of the ARO and 
Meadowlark, and the subsequent in-
corporation of the ARO activities, in-
cluding the Hidden Meadows News, 
under the umbrella of the Foundation, 
was the only viable option for the two 
to become one. 

The mission of the Foundation is 
now fourfold: 

Community beautification
Scholarships for high school seniors
Neighbors helping neighbors
Community events
One thing is clear. Our residents 

love the Hidden Meadows community. 
Over 160 people attended the three 
town hall meetings to understand the 
structural changes in the community 
organizations, but more importantly to 
share their hopes and dreams for Hid-
den Meadows. 

Following is a list of them in no spe-
cific order: 

Traffic safety regarding speeding ve-
hicles was a resounding priority in all 
three meetings. Although this concern 
does not fall under the umbrella of the 
Foundation, several attendees are tak-
ing immediate action.

The following ideas were mentioned 
by community members that the Foun-
dation can address: 

Median beautification
A dog park
A playground
Coordinated communication among 

the Hidden Meadows News, the new 
website, Facebook, the Town Crier, and 
Nextdoor.com 

Trash dispensers for dog droppings 
and litter in major walking areas

Neighborhood watch
Fruit stand or crop swap
Communication among the HOAs, 

Sponsor Group, CERT, Fire Safe 
Council and the HMCF

Social hour before Foundation meet-
ings for community members to attend

More human interest articles for the 
Hidden Meadows News

San Diego County Water 
Authority says drought is over;
but will State go along?

Hidden Meadows town hall meeting 
a success: it’s time to dream big

Hidden Meadows residents attending one of the three town hall meetings.

The Deer Springs Fire 
Safe Council is inviting 
community residents to its 
annual membership meet-
ing on Saturday, February 
4, from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Meadows Homes As-
sociation Pavilion, 10141 
Meadow Glen Way East.

The Fire Safe Council 
is a volunteer organization formed to 
educate Deer Springs Fire Protection 
District residents about fire safety. 
The council cooperates with the Deer 
Springs Fire Protection District, CAL 

FIRE and neighboring 
communities to make the 
community safer in the 
event of a wildfire.

The board will update 
the membership on the 
Fire Safe Council’s ac-
complishments during 
2016 and discuss goals 
for 2017.

Refreshments will be served.
For more information on the Fire Safe 

Council and to sign up for the Emergen-
cy Communication System, go to www.
DeerSpringsFireSafeCouncil.com/

By THE DEER SPRINGS FIRE SAFE 
COUNCIL

CAL FIRE crews have added an 
extra layer of protection by slashing 
through brush to improve five miles 
of truck trails and reduce the fire haz-
ard on Merriam Mountains.

The mountains are overgrown with 
thick stands of old-growth chaparral 
that have not burned in decades.

Recent fires that sparked along the 
Interstate 15 at the base of the moun-
tains spread quickly through the 
brush, climbing the slope and threat-

ening homes. Quick action by CAL 
FIRE air and ground crews halted the 
fires’ advance.

“Improving the truck trails adds an 
extra layer of protection for firefight-
ers and gives us access to make res-
cues in rough terrain,” said CAL FIRE 
Division Chief Nick Schuler. Upgrad-
ing the truck trails will allow firefight-
ers to reach places on the mountains 
that have been unreachable, giving 
them better vantage points to fight 
fires.

CAL FIRE thins brush, widens 
trails on Merriam Mountains

Fire Safe Council invites 
residents to annual meeting

By DAVID ROSS
In the midst of what may be the wet-

test year on record in California, the 
San Diego County Water Authority 
(SDCWA) last week January 26 de-
clared an end to drought conditions in 
the region. Question is, will the State 
of California go along? Or does the 
State prefer to maintain a permanent 
“state of emergency”?

Record-setting winter precipitation 
in the Northern Sierras, coupled with 
heavy local rainfall and a significant 
snowpack in the upper Colorado Riv-
er basin, prompted the SDCWA action 
last week. The Board resolution called 
on Governor Jerry Brown and the 
State Water Resources Control Board 
to rescind the statewide emergency 

This ravine on Merriam Mountains is passable after CAL FIRE crews installed a 
culvert to bridge an impassable gap that forced emergency vehicles to take a 
detour during fires and emergency calls.

see DROUGHT 4 5

see MERRIAM 4 12

see MEETING 4 12
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As Always, Thanks for Your
for Your Help and Cooperation!
Valley Center Municipal Water District

• Preventing landscape irrigation runoff onto adjacent
  property, non-irrigated areas, walkways, roadways,
  parking lots, or structures;

• Washing vehicles using a hose with an automatic
  shut-off nozzle;

• Sweeping and not using water to clean hard surfaces;

• Operating fountains and other water features with
  recirculating water;

• Not watering during and 48 hours after measurable
  rainfall; 

• Washing Full Loads of Laundry and Dishes;

• Irrigating landscape before 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m.,
  for a suggested three times per week, 10-minutes
  per station; and

• Repairing water leaks within 72-hours of notification.

Water, Water Everywhere,
But It Will Always be Important to

“Live WaterSmart.”
Water supply conditions have vastly improved and 
much of California is out of the drought, including San 
Diego County. However, it will always be important to 
avoid water waste and practice water use efficiency by:

New Landscaping Ideas,
Rebates and Incentives

For those thinking about changing or restoring 
residential landscapes check out the right hand side 
of our Homepage at www.vcmwd.org and find:

• Many ideas for drought-tolerant designs and
  materials; and 
• Information about rebates and incentives, including
  programs for turf replacement
  and discounted artificial turf installation.

SWEEPS RESULTS
December 15: Bingo, Bango, Bongo.

This day was  rainy and windy, then 
it got cold. However, there were three 
members of the Boulder Oaks Women’s 
Club, Donna Williams, Sandra Watkins, 
and Ellen Koury who braved the weath-
er and played fourteen holes. Then on 
Hole #15, the fog came in so thick they 
couldn’t see. Ellen Koury took all the  
money.  

December 22: ONES. 1st place, Dor-
othy Aleshire, 2nd Place Donna Wil-
liams, 3rd Place, Mary Jo Moore. 

December 29: Four Par.1st Place was 
Mary Jo Moore, 2nd place was Sandra 
Watkins and Bernie Munn placed third.

January 6: Rained Out.
January 13: Rained Out.
January 20: Rained Out AGAIN!!  So 

we met for lunch just so we could re-
member what everyone looked like.

THIS AND THAT
The Most Improved player of the 

Month is Donna Williams, again!!, ho 
hum…  Hopefully the rain will go away 
so we can play some golf and have 
something to report on next month.

A new member
Introducing Kathryn Christenson, our 

newest member to the Boulder Oaks 
Women’s Golf Club.

Kathryn was born and raised in Iowa. 
She has two grown sons. Her son Mark 
and his three daughters live in San 
Marcos. Her granddaughters are seven, 
nine and eleven.  Her other son lives in 
Portland, OR. Kathryn moved to San 
Marcos to be near her grandchildren in 
2013 after retiring from a very honor-
able profession as a teacher in the Chi-
cago area. She also moved to California 
so she could play golf.

Kathryn continues her teaching as a 
volunteer tutor once a week. She is in-
volved in bible study and a Life Group 
at her church. She enjoys not only play-
ing golf, but also Zumba, Bridge and 
occasionally a game of Pickleball.

Three Boulder Oaks Golf 
members brave the weather

New BOWGC member Kathryn 
Christenson.

We would like to officially welcome 
you to our BOWGC.

The above information on Kathryn 
Christenson was written by our Member-
ship Chairman, Jude Begell. Thanks Jude.

MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

Membership information for 
Boulder Oaks Women’s Golf Club 
is available by contacting Jude 
Begell at 760-505-5188 or email 
judebegell@cox.net. The Boulder 
Oaks Women’s Golf Club (for-
merly Meadow Lake Women’s 
Golf club) invites all ladies who 
like golf to join our club. We play 
sweeps and tournaments. We wel-
come new and/or experienced 
golfers of every handicap. For golf 
on Thursdays, please contact Don-
na Williams at 760-751-1787 or 
email dcwmsretired@yahoo.com. 

By LISA LONSDALE
Mother Nature intervened in the club’s plan to meet on January 

20, by dumping a record amount of rain on our community.  Due to 
heavy rains and wind, it was decided that the meeting be postponed 
until January 27, when the weather would be dry.  It WAS held at the 
same place, the home of Frances and Norman Munk.  Unfortunately, 
the postponement prevented us from printing our new schedule in this 
edition of the paper, therefore, it will be printed in the March edition.

Notes of interest:  In 1993, when the club was first formed it was 
called the Green Thumb Club and consisted of 19 members.  Today, 
the club has grown to 53 families, amounting to almost 100 adult 
members.  Participation at the events range widely, from 15 people to 
over 40, depending on the subject matter of the event.  Events vary, 
from nursery and garden tours to hands-on workshops, such as bird-
house building, wreath-making and container planting.

If you have any interest in gardening or landscaping design, there 
might be something for you by becoming part of our great group of 
people.  The yearly dues are only $10 per family and are used for 
supplies at the workshops, food and drinks at the meetings and an-
nual potluck and admission to paid venues, such as the San Diego 
Botanical Gardens.  If you are interested in joining or just want in-
formation about the group, please contact Lisa at 760-749-8723 or 
email at ldlonsdale4@gmail.com.

Garden Club News

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com
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By C. WAYNE DAUBER
We are pleased and very optimistic about the results of the  Association of 

Resident Owners (ARO) functions being absorbed into and combined with 
the Hidden Meadows Community Foundation (HMCF). Keeping the various 
local organizations sorted out has always been a problem, even for those of us 
who have lived in the Meadows for a long time. 

The HMCF has always done a lot for the community but I think most of 
us have lived here for a while before even becoming aware of its existence. 
I should point out that the HMCF serves the entire Hidden Meadows 
community and depends on the community’s generosity for volunteers and 
financial resources. I was a member of the Foundation for a time and am 
impressed by what it has been able to contribute to the community.

There will still be some confusion because the Meadows also contains 
a number of homeowners associations, the largest and oldest of which is 
the Meadows Homes Association (MHA). This is a fee based organization 
which affects all of the properties in the Covenant area, which includes most 
of area where the earlier homes were built in the community. If you have 
been writing a check for $330 per year to the Meadows Homes Association 
you live in this area. The MHA owns and maintains the Hidden Meadows 
Community Center, also known as the Pavilion, which includes the pool, 
tennis courts, and of course the Pavilion building, where the MHA office is 
located. They also maintain other common areas including some of the streets 
in the western part of the covenant area which are not part of the county road 
system. These are sometimes referred to as private roads.

There are also home owners associations for the Rim Rock area, the various 
sections of homes built as development about a decade ago, the condos above 
the number one hole on the golf course, and the ones behind the deli. They 
each serve their own areas.

There is one other organization which serves the entire Hidden Meadows 
area, along with Rim Rock, Lawrence Welk Village and a little beyond, 
the Jesmond Dene area, and a little more along the east side of I-15 down 
to the Escondido city line. That organization is the Hidden Meadows 
Community Sponsor Group (HM CSG). The HM CSG is authorized to 
have nine volunteer members who are appointed by the San Diego County 
Supervisors. The members must live or own property within the Group’s area 
of responsibility and be a registered voter in the county. As I write this the 
Group is one member short but expects to have the vacant seat filled by the 
end of January.

The Group’s purpose is to advise the County decision makers on; 
approval or denial of discretionary projects, preparation, amendment, 
and implementation of Community and Sub-regional Plans, and Planning 
and land use matters important to the community. The Group meets in 
the Pavilion at 7 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of every month except for 
November and December because of the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays. 

Those two meetings are generally combined into one held on the first 
Thursday in December. All meetings are open to the public and the schedule 
and agenda should be published at least 72 hours before the meeting. In this 
case that means posted outside the Pavilion or visible through a window, and 
is also usually displayed in the bulletin board in front of Coldwell Real Estate 
by the Deli. Also your Sponsor Group will try to publish the meeting date, 
time, and location on the Nextdoor Hidden Meadows site at least five days 
before meetings and advise of any changes to that information by the same 
means.

Most of the Sponsor Group business has been related to development on 
private properties within the area. This may be in the form of requests to add 
to buildings on a property, or to divide a property into two or more units, or 
to change some feature of a property which may have some environmental or 
other effects. 

In most cases the Group receives application and planning information 
from the County, the project is placed on the agenda for the next meeting, the 
applicant is contacted and invited to the meeting where the project will be 
discussed, questions hopefully resolved, and recommendations formulated 
for submission to the County. This may be approval or disapproval with or 
without conditions, or a request for changes or more information before a 
final recommendation.

Sometimes an applicant will appear before the Group to obtain a sense of 
the Group’s opinion and suggestions or recommendations to resolve potential 
problems before submission to the County. This can sometimes be helpful.

Among recent projects your Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group 
has considered have been several property subdivisions into two or more 
units, some approved, some not or pending. An expansion of a recently 
completed recreational facility on the Lawrence Welk property.

The Newman Sierra project proposed for the area north of Deer Springs 
and west of I-15 was briefed to the Group and the County requested the 
Group provide comments although the project is outside of the Group’s area 
of responsibility. The Group’s response was to oppose the project on the basis 
of traffic impact on Deer Springs Road and the I-15 Deer Springs interchange 
and the Mountain Meadow/Deer Springs Centre City Parkway/Champagne 
Boulevard intersection and on Centre City Parkway and communities to the 
south and Champagne Boulevard and communities to the north. 

Part of our objection was related to that interchange which CALTRANS 
has to be modified to handle anticipated changes to traffic volumn and the 
Deer Springs Road configuration. No information on modification design or 
project timing is available. The Group feels that new housing units, if built, 
should not be occupied until road construction related to the interchange 
project is essentially complete. The Group also objected to the destruction 
of the closest pristine area north of San Diego and Escondido along the I-15 
corridor and to the visual pollution resulting from building 2000 plus housing 
units and a commercial area within the project. The Group also expressed 
concern about noise and probable particulate pollution from a rock crushing 
facility which would operate during the construction phases and could 
adversely affect the Lawrence Welk/Champagne Village area which would be 
directly downwind of the facility much of the time. Many of those residents 
are elderly and might be particularly sensitive to the pollution.

I hope this helps clear up some of the confusion about the many alphabet 
groups in the Meadows and has provided some information and insight 
regarding the HM CSG, perhaps the least recognized of all the groups in the 
Meadows.

* * * 
C Wayne Dauber is chairman of the Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor 

Group. He can be reached at hmdaub@cox.net.

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com
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Submitted by Jim Larsh of Krueger Realty

Every Week
TT,  Yoga, 8 am 297-1207*
MWF Fitness Workout, 9 am 749-6523*
W Bridge Group, 10 am 751-0261*

6 VCMWD Board Mtg., District Office, 2 pm 749-1600
6 HM Community Foundation, 7 pm 749-5652
7 Bookmobile, MLGC Pkg. Lot, 1:00 - 2:00 pm 643-5125
7 MHA Architectural Rev Com Mtg, 6:30 pm  749-7278*
8  Deer Springs FPD. Bd. Mtg., 2:00 pm 749-8001
8 HM Condos, HOA Meeting, 4:00 pm 407-7575*
9 MHA Board Mtg, 6 pm   749-7278*
13 Artisan Guild. 7 – 9 pm 749-5652
17 Garden Club Meeting, 10:00 am 749-8723
20 VCMWD Board Mtg., District Office, 2 pm 749-1600
21 Bookmobile, MLGC Pkg. Lot, 1:00 - 2:00 pm 643-5125
21 CERT Monthly Mtg., 6:30 pm 525-5170*
23 Ranch HOA Mtg, 4-6 pm 407-7575*
23 HM Sponsor Group Mtg. 7:00 pm 297-1057*

*Held at Meadows Community Center, 28208 MGWW
Meadows HOA email: meadowhoa@ATT.net
Call weekdays 9-12 pm 760-749-7278 to reserve Pavilion
The pool or park cannot be reserved

Hidden Meadows/Rimrock

Calendar of events
Annual Events in Hidden Meadows

Sellers’ Faire Second Saturday of each month Club house parking lot

April-December

Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, April 15 Pavilion
Artisan Guild Arts and Crafts Show and Sale S/S, April 22 & 23 Pavilion
Community Garage Sale Saturday, May 6 Throughout HM
Garden Tour Saturday, May 13 
Scholarship Reception Sunday, June 11 Pavilion
Fourth of July Parade/Picnic Tuesday, July 4 Clubhouse parking lot
Summer Family Movie Nights To be determined
Trunk or Treat Saturday, October 28 Pavilion parking lot
Turkey Trot Thursday, November 23 Clubhouse parking lot 
Toys for Tots Saturday, December 2 Pavilion
Progressive Dinner Sunday, December 10 Throughout HM
Outdoor Decorations Contest December 16-25 Throughout HM
Christmas Caroling Sunday, December 17 Fire Station

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com
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By IDALIA REWAR 
Two new members have joined the 

Hidden Meadows Artisan Guild.  Paul 
Briden and Trevor Presley both work 
in wood in unique ways.  

At the January meeting, many of 
the fifteen attendees shared their latest 
piece(s) of art as well as information 
on classes and exhibits. 

Lisa Lonsdale passed around a beau-
tiful, delicately-decorated ceramic 
bowl as well as petite leaf tiles she 
made for a table top project.  

Ursula Schroter showed photos of 
the front steps of her house where she 
has laid new tiles, an on-going project. 
Trevor brought samples of his large, 
organic wood carvings. Allen Driver 
shared his creations of polished bowls 
and vases from tree trunks.

Sharol  Clay made bracelets from sea 
kelp and silk, Lynn Clark finished the 
last of six colored pencil drawings of 
butterflies,  Kathy Oxford explained 

the process used to make a broach she 
created, Marsha Rafter passed around 
a picture of her latest tree of life mo-
saic mounted on glass, I (Idalia Rewar) 
brought two oil paintings to add to the 
collection on the walls of the Pavilion.  

A short discussion followed on how 
we can improve the annual art show 
and sale to maximize community in-
volvement.  Lynn Clark presented an 
idea for an activity involving the chil-
dren in the community which could 
take place on the exhibit days.  More 
details will be forthcoming.

Members also discussed plans for 
the upcoming HMAG Arts and Crafts 
Show and Sale, which will be held at 
the Pavilion on April 22-23. Ursula 
Shroter and Robin Rabens will coordi-
nate the event.  Besides arts and crafts 
displays, a wine, cheese reception on 
Saturday afternoon accompanied by 
live music will be organized.   Come 
one, come all! See you there!

Artisan Guild discusses 
April Arts and Crafts Show

Artisan Guild member, Tom Laine, introduces Trevor Presley at the monthly 
meeting. Trevor’s work on repurposed wood is shown.

The rain didn’t slow these women 
down. They showed up with salads 
and desserts and all types of goodies. 
These dishes complimented our warm 
and wonderful host’s baked potato bar 
and homemade chili. Summer’s beau-
tiful home on Cerveza Court drew a 
crowd of nearly 20 women from Hid-
den Meadows and Rimrock. 

Summer loves Christmas and still 
had a beautiful tree and a large Christ-
mas village up for all to enjoy. That and 
a warm fire in the fireplace made this a 
truly warm gathering.

Nine people posted on Evite after the 
gathering say what a great time they 
had. Karla said, “Wonderful evening, 
great food, lovely ladies”. Wilma’s 
post reads “Thanks for the great get 
together, Summer! It was fun.” And 
Wilma volunteered to host the group’s 
November social!

The Hidden Meadows Women’s So-
cial Group gathers monthly to network, 

chat, and share what is new in the 
neighborhood. The group is encour-
aged to use the group’s Facebook page 
to share news on upcoming events and 
to look for friends to join them in ac-
tivities. Some are crafty and go to Mar-
sha’s art classes; some go to exercise 
classes with trainer Amy Van Liew. 
Others gather for monthly walks in the 
neighborhood. It is a great group for 
making friends and getting involved 
if that’s what you like. Then many just 
come monthly for the pleasant social 
with neighbors.

The group generally meets on the 
second Thursday of the month at 6 
p.m. at one of the members’ homes. 
The next social will be at the home of 
Patti Preston in The Summit. If you are 
interested in coming to one of the up-
coming socials, send an email to Linda 
Collins at Hmwsg92026@gmail.com. 
(RSVPs are required.)

Rainy Day Friends: Hidden 
Meadows Women’s Social Group

DROUGHT from 1

water-use regulation for areas of Cali-
fornia that are no longer in drought 
conditions.

As of January 23, San Diego’s of-
ficial rainfall measurement station at 
Lindbergh Field had recorded 172 
percent of average rainfall since the 
start of the water year on October 1. 
More importantly, the water content 
of snow in the Sierra Nevada, a prime 
water source for much of the state, 
was 193% of average as of Janu-
ary 23. Meanwhile, snowpack levels 
were at 161 percent of average in the 
upper basin of the Colorado River.

The Hidden Meadows News talked 
to Gary Arant, general manager of the 
Valley Center Municipal Water Dis-
trict, which serves the Hidden Mead-
ows community to get his take on the 
question of drought/no drought.

Arant, who is the district’s repre-
sentative to the SDCWA board said, 
“I wholeheartedly supported and vot-
ed for the resolution stating that the 
drought is over. It is consistent with 

the message we conveyed earlier to 
the State Water Resources Control 
Board and letter we wrote to the gov-
ernor, urging him to direct to State 
Water Resources Control Board to 
let the regulations expire and to with-
draw his emergency proclamation of 
January of 2015 (Executive Order 
B-29-15).”

Arant continued, “For those of us 
who watch the snowpack and rainfall 
numbers on a regular basis we are 
headed for what could be the wettest 
year on record—better than 1982-83, 
the wettest year they have on record at 
the state. Even if everything stopped 
today and we received no more rain-
fall and snowpack we are in an above 
normal year. The Colorado River ba-
sin, which is one of our suppliers, is 
160% above normal.”

Arant calls it “surreal that the state 
would hold onto a drought emer-
gency regulation while the governor 
has proclaimed flood disasters in six 

see DROUGHT 4 9

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com



By BOB GARVER
The nominations for the 89th Acad-

emy Awards were announced this past 
Tuesday. I was reasonably happy with 
them, though I wish the Academy 
would have shown some love to Mar-
tin Scorsese’s underappreciated “Si-
lence.” Here are my thoughts on ten 
major categories, who I want to win, 
who I think will win, and in some cas-
es who’s so sure to win that a lot of 
analysis isn’t necessary. Sadly, that’s 
true of many of the major categories, 
and it’s the lesser ones that inspire the 
most debate. 

(Note: I tried to see as many of 
these movies as I could, but a few 
slipped through my fingers. Those 
films are marked with a star, though I 
don’t think any of them have enough 
momentum to be taken seriously in 
their respective categories)

Best Picture
“Arrival”
“Fences”
“Hacksaw Ridge”
“Hell or High Water”
“Hidden Figures”
“La La Land”
“Lion”
“Manchester by the Sea”
“Moonlight”

The Academy didn’t nominate “La 
La Land” for 14 awards just so they 
could give Best Picture to something 

else. It’s sure to win.

Best Director
Denis Villeneuve, “Arrival”
Mel Gibson, “Hacksaw 
Ridge”
Damien Chazelle, 
“La La Land”
Kenneth 
Lonergan, 
“Manchester by 
the Sea”
Barry Jenkins, “Moonlight”

If I had my way, Best Pic-
ture and Best Director would 
always match up. It doesn’t 
always work out that way, but 
I still expect Chazelle to win. 

Best Actor
Casey Affleck, “Manchester by 
the Sea”
Andrew Garfield, “Hacksaw 
Ridge”
Ryan Gosling, “La La Land”
Viggo Mortensen, “Captain 
Fantastic”
Denzel 
Washington, 
“Fences”

If there’s one 
award that’s 
locked up tight-
er than “La La 

Picks and Predictions for the 89th Academy Awards
Land” for Best Picture, it’s 
Casey Affleck winning Best 
Actor for playing possibly the 

most haunted character in cin-
ematic history.

Best Actress
Isabelle Huppert, 

“Elle”
Ruth Negga, 
“Loving”

Natalie Portman, 
“Jackie”
Emma Stone, “La La Land”
Meryl Streep, “Florence Foster 
Jenkins”

It seems like everybody has 
taken a turn at being the favor-
ite for this category throughout 
awards season. The Academy 
tends to reward portrayals of 
powerful historical figures, 
so my prediction leans to-
ward Portman, followed by 

Stone because of all the “La La 
Land” love, but the other three 
aren’t as unlikely as less-likely 
nominees in other categories. 

Best 
Supporting 
Actor
Mahershala Ali, 
“Moonlight”

Jeff Bridges, “Hell 
or High Water”

Lucas Hedges, 
“Manchester by the Sea”
Dev Patel, “Lion”
Michael Shannon, “Nocturnal 
Animals”

I was thrilled to see Michael Shan-
non score a surprise nomination. He 
was by far the best thing about “Noc-
turnal Animals” and I was genuinely 
perplexed that his non-nominated 
co-star Aaron Taylor-Johnson (a ter-
rifying villain, but a bit one-note) had 
been getting all the awards season 
spotlight up to this point. But he isn’t 
winning an Oscar for a film that clear-
ly turned off a lot of voters. I expect 
it to go to Ali, who makes the most of 
his alarmingly brief performance. 

Best Supporting Actress
Viola Davis, “Fences”
Naomie Harris, “Moonlight”
Nicole Kidman, “Lion”
Octavia Spencer, “Hidden Figures”
Michelle Williams, “Manchester by 
the Sea”

Davis is the favorite here because 
she’s been pushed harder, she has a 
hit TV show, and this marks a record-
breaking third nomination for an 
African-American actress. As thrill-
ing as it would be to see her win, I’m 
inclined to go with Harris, the only 
player from the outstanding ensemble 
of “Moonlight” to pull triple duty and 
appear in all three phases of the film. 

Best Original Screenplay
“Hell or High Water”
“La La Land”
“The Lobster”*

“Manchester by the Sea”
“20th Century Women”

“Manchester by the Sea” is effort-
lessly one of the funniest films of the 
year and, more notoriously, one of the 
saddest. “La La Land,” while far from 
the vapid fluff piece some people dis-
miss it as, just doesn’t take the same 
pains in developing its characters. I 
wouldn’t even say “La La Land” is 
my second choice here, that would be 
“Hell or High Water.” I’m really pas-
sionate about “Manchester” on this 
one. 

Best Adapted Screenplay
“Arrival”
“Fences”
“Hidden Figures”
“Lion”
“Moonlight”

“Moonlight” is my favorite kind of 
adapted screenplay, the kind where 
everybody sounds so natural that it 
doesn’t sound like there’s a screen-
play at all, let alone an adapted one. 
Easy choice – “Moonlight.” 

Best Animated Feature
“Kubo and the Two Strings”
“Moana”
“My Life as a Zucchini”*
“The Red Turtle”*
“Zootopia”

So the Academy found room for 
not one but two movies that haven’t 
played on more than 15 screens in 
the U.S., but they didn’t have room 
for “Finding Dory?” Fine, I’ll go with 
one of the other Disney movies. I’d 
be perfectly happy with “Zootopia,” 
but I’ll give the edge to “Moana” be-
cause of the songs. 

Best Original Song
“Audition (The Fools Who Dream),” 
“La La Land”
“Can’t Stop the Feeling,” “Trolls”
“City of Stars,” “La La Land”
“The Empty Chair,” “Jim: The 
James Foley Story”*
“How Far I’ll Go,” “Moana”

Speaking of the songs from “Mo-
ana,” I’d love to see “How Far I’ll 
Go” win here. It’s super-catchy and 
it would make Lin-Manuel Miranda 
the youngest EGOT winner ever. But 
I just don’t see it. The song hasn’t 
caught on the way I thought it would, 
and “La La Land” prides itself on 
being a musical so much that to lose 
in this category would be an embar-
rassment. The question is which of 
the two nominated songs will actually 
win? “City of Stars” is constantly 
present in the film, whereas “Audi-
tion” makes for a spellbinding single 
scene. I’ll give it to “Audition,” but 
it’s close. Maybe the two “La La 
Land” songs can cancel each other 
out and “How Far I’ll Go” can sneak 
in a win. But probably not. 

The 89th Academy Awards air 
Sunday, February 26 at 7 p.m. 
Eastern/4pm Pacific on ABC. 

Contact Bob Garver at rrg251@
nyu.edu.
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MARCIA RAMBAUD
760.390.7533

MarciaRambaud@yahoo.com

WHERE EXPERIENCE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE!

SOLDSOLD
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Hidden Meadows is several de-
grees safer after CAL FIRE crews 
thinned overgrown and dead veg-
etation from the Community Foun-
dation Park to reduce the fire threat.

Richard Esparza, who lives on 
Stonington Way at the entrance to 
the 13-acre park, is the unofficial 
“Keeper of the Canyon.” Espar-
za said he had been engaged in a 
two-year conversation with CAL 
FIRE’s Rainbow Conservation 
Camp, which houses female inmate 
firefighters, about thinning out the 
park’s hazardous vegetation.

“Three of the eight or nine oak 
trees are dead, and much of the 
underbrush had dried out in the re-
cent drought,” Esparza said. The 
park’s trails descend into a canyon 
crowned by canopy of old oaks, 
some of which are on the verge of 
collapse. Esparza worried that the 
desiccated brush and dying trees 
posed a significant threat to Hidden 
Meadows residents if a wildfire 
were to break out. 

Beginning on January 11, 60 
women inmates from the Rainbow 
Conservation Camp arrived with 
their axes, shovels and chainsaws 
to begin reducing the brush. They 
are supervised by CAL FIRE and 
the county Sheriff’s Department. 

Inmates are often the unsung 
heroes of California’s wildfires, 

as they cut trails to prevent fires’ 
spread on nearly all major fires. 
CAL FIRE brought in chippers to 
reduce the material before hauling.

CAL FIRE Division Chief Nick 
Schuler, who oversees the Rainbow 
camp and directs much of CAL 
FIRE’s fire response in Northern 
San Diego County, said the proj-
ect wasn’t in CAL FIRE’s budget, 
but the department decided to do 
the job as a benefit to the Hidden 
Meadows community. He said the 
brush reduction underwent envi-
ronmental review before crews be-
gan thinning.

When the Deer Springs Fire Safe 
Council learned that the project was 
under way, President Craig Cook 
offered to apply part of a grant that 
the council uses on fire prevention 
projects to cover some of the chip-
ping costs. The council received 
the grant from CAL FIRE’s State 
Responsibility Area Fire Preven-
tion Fund to reduce the fire threat 
throughout the Deer Springs Fire 
Protection District, and has used 
it to chip hundreds of tons of dead 
and dying brush.

Esparza was pleased that his per-
sistence had paid off, and that CAL 
FIRE and the Fire Safe Council 
came to the community’s aid.

“I’d become increasingly worried 
about dead brush in the park, and 

Hidden Meadows Park gets needed attention:
CAL FIRE hand crews thin brush to guard against fire

some of the trees that had fallen,” 
Esparza said. “This is going to make 
the next fire season a lot easier.”

The park is bound roughly by 
Meadow Glen Way West on the 
west, Mountain Meadow Road on 
the east, Glenmeade Way on the 
south and Tricia Place on the north. 
Park access is at the end of Stoning-
ton Way. 

The park was deeded by Welk 
Resorts to the Hidden Meadows 
Community Foundation in 2009 for 
$1.00, as a community benefit. 

Rainbow Conservation Camp hand crews slash at brush at the Community 
Foundation Park in mid-January.

The inmates of the Conservation 
Camp hand crews are often the un-
sung heroes of both fire prevention 
and firefighting.  
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WHERE HOME MATTERS

The Real Estate Industry is Changing, and So are WE!

Fresh Approach, Same EXCELLENT Service!

760.749.4640
HiddenMeadows.com

10320 Meadow Glen Way E
Escondido, CA

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
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By CHRIS HOLMES
Do you ever get the urge for Mexican food when you are gassing up your car?
Not usually, huh?
But pull into the Shell Station on the south side of El Norte Parkway just past 

Seven Oaks Road and you just might! Tucked into a corner of the store is the 
take-out restaurant, Lourdes, home of the rightfully famous chicken soup. 

My usual order is the soup and rolled tacos, along with the 87-octane gas. My 
friend, Steve, lived on this stuff for a week while recovering from the flu. Another 
friend, Jeff, deliberately broke his ankle to get regular deliveries of it by his wife. 

This Lourdes shop opened seven years ago, and is an annex of the main store 
on south Escondido Boulevard, which has been a family business for almost 30 
years. A third shop will open soon in Del Mar. 

In addition to soup, which is served with a warm tortillas and salsa, they offer 
the full spectrum of delicious tacos, burritos, enchiladas and tortas. Most orders 
are take-out, but a few tables inside and more in the outdoor waiting area for car 
washes are available. 

Think about it: delicious chicken soup and rolled tacos, a thankful of gas, and 
car wash entertainment. Why would you have it any other way? 

* * * 
Lourdes is located at 615 W El Norte Pkwy. Questions, or to place orders call  

760-746-1389.

A Moveable Feast:
review of Lourdes

The menu board for the Lourdes restaurant on El Norte Parkway.
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Group Home in Valley Center is currently hiring Child Care Work-
ers for our adolescent boys group home. F/T awake overnight and 
P/T shifts, including weekends and evenings. Supervise "at risk" 
adolescent boys. Ability to pass background checks including DOJ, 
FBI, Child Abuse, and drug screen. Must be 21 or older, have a valid 
California driver's license, and a good driving record. One year previ-
ous related experience, BA or 12 units Early Child units + 100 hours 
experience working with youth is required. $12.50 to $14.00 per hour. 
Full time positions include medical, paid time off, and paid holidays. 
Call today for an application and more information. (951) 765-6955.

CLASSIFIED AD

The restaurant is tucked away into the corner of the store. 

IT’S SUPER SUNDAY
AT THE CANYON GRILLE!
IT’S SUPER SUNDAY
AT THE CANYON GRILLE!

•  Festivities start at 2pm—come 
early and show your team colors!

•  $1 off  all alcoholic beverages 
from 2–4pm

• Munchie buff et $15 per person (+ tax)
   Burgers, dogs, tacos and more

•  Activities for all ages: 
- Life-size Beer Pong
- Life-size Jenga
- Cornhole Toss

Reservations suggested — 760.749.3253

BY WELK RESORTS

61646 SD Superbowl Cross Promo Ad .indd   1 1/31/17   12:02 PM

Established 21 years in Hidden Meadows

Cleaning Services Residential & Commercial
New Construction & Remodel Final Cleanup

Free Estimates • Licensed

(760) 525-5204Great Referrals!

HIDDEN MEADOWS
NEWS

Your Hometown Newspaper
~ Delivered to your mailbox every month ~

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com
call for advertising information.

760-749-1112

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com



By TANIA ORLOVA
The Sellers Faire will resume on Saturday, March 11. The days of the Faire 

have changed to the 2nd Saturday of each month.
This way we will not be stressing if the paper comes out a bit late. Everyone 

will have time to read the paper and find out what the “theme” is and prepare.
So the theme for March is our ever popular Garage Sale. So please clean out 

your garages, closets, storage spaces and bring the “stuff” down to the Faire. You 
will make a bit of money, and make buyers very happy….it is called recycling or 
in some cases upcycling!

The time is still 9 a.m. to noon.
Please note, if it rains there will NOT be a Sellers Faire. We will just have the 

next one in April.
Please do give me a call if you have questions, or would like to be a vendor.
CALL 760 877-8777 or email Tania.orlova@coldwellbanker.com.

The share-a ride program is still in operation.
Call or e-mail Ron Piritz  to get more information or a ride.  
As always, the more lead time you give to find a ride the 

more likely it is to be able to match up a ride for your par-
ticular need. However, sometimes there just isn’t a match 
and you will have to find a ride with a commercial source.

Ron Piritz 760-749-7604
Ronpiritz@sbcglobal.net

Sellers Faire to resume 
Saturday, March 11
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Share-a-ride
still in operation

Michael Carlson, D.D.S.
carlsondental.net

• Providing quality dental care to patients of all ages
• Now offering dental implants for missing teeth and denture stability
• We see same day emergencies

Serving Hidden Meadows Residents for 40 Years

(760) 747-2616
726 E. Grand Avenue, Suite A

Escondido, CA 92025
Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 5pm

Law Office of Diane Haisha-DeForest

SERVING HMN READERS SINCE 2001

Contact Lawyer Di
Diane Haisha-DeForest

Attorney / R.E. Broker / Notary

858-560-0776
Email: diane@lawyerdi.com • Website: lawyerdi.com

Let us help you start the New Year off with Peace of Mind.
Contact our office for an affordable Estate Plan.

Our sincere thanks to all of our past, present and future
estate planning clients for their business and referrals.

• Revocable Living Trusts • Last Will & Testaments • Durable Powers of Attorney
• Property Deeds • Probate • Advance Health Care Directives • Business Organizations

• Conservatorships • Trustee Removal • All Real Estate Services
• California Professional Trustee Services • Pre and Post Marital Agreements

Mobile services provided at no additional charge. (weekday, evening and weekend appointments available.)

Do it once, do it right!

or seven counties, including San Di-
ego. It’s hard to maintain credibility 
with the water consuming public that 
they are still saying there is a drought 
emergency.”

Signs from Sacramento are that 
the state board may resist ending the 
emergency regulations. Water dis-
tricts have been given notice that the 
at the State Water Resources Control 
Board will hold a hearing on this is-
sue on February 8 in Sacramento. 
“The letter tells us the board will be 
considering a modification and exten-
sion of the drought regulation,” said 
Arant. “The initial indication is that 
they are not going to let the regula-
tions expire. One option they could 
have is to focus the regulations on ar-
eas of the state that are still in drought 
conditions.”

Arant noted that Max Gomberg, 
climate and conservation manager at 
the State Water Resources Control 
Board, defines drought as being any 
part of the state that is undersupplied. 
“California is a big state, so there is 
always a possibility that there will be 
areas that have below rainfall but that 
doesn’t mean the whole state is in in 
a drought,” he said. “Whenever there 
is a fire in two or three counties, the 
governor doesn’t call for a statewide 
emergency. We think they need to be 
a little more surgical in how they deal 
with the drought in California.”

The end of the San Diego drought 
won’t materially affect Hidden Mead-
ows people or other customers of the 
Valley Center-based district at all. 

This is because the last time the 
state modified emergency regulation 
to a water supply “stress test” meth-

odology that took actual levels of lo-
cal supply reliability into account. 

“Because of the variety of water 
supplies that we members of the Wa-
ter Authority have, such as the Carls-
bad desalination plant, we have one 
hundred percent to meet all of our 
needs for the next three years. So for 
now our mandated reduction is zero,” 
said Arant.

The San Diego region has invested 
about $3.5 billion over the past three 
decades to increase regional water 
supply reliability, including seawater 
desalination, additional water storage 
capacity and upgraded conveyance 
systems. 

If that’s the case, why does Arant 
care or the other districts care if the 
State doesn’t end the water emergen-
cy? “While it doesn’t affect us, what it 
does affect, and the point I will make 
to the state board on the 8h, is that for 
the State to hold that there is an emer-
gency, hurts the credibility of the state 
and the credibility of the water dis-
trict with its customers,” said Arant. 
“If we are saying there is a drought 
emergency when there is no emer-
gency, then when I ask my custom-
ers to respond the next time there is 
a real drought emergency, they won’t 
believe us and understandably won’t 
respond. They will say ‘You guys are 
crazy!’ It’s an issue of credibility and 
it’s something we keep trying to make 
the State understand. They seem fo-
cused on maintaining an emergency 
so they can control on how we deliver 
our water in our systems.”

Of course, it’s hard to fight an ex-
ecutive order of the governor. Never-
theless, Arant and others are making 

the point that what the State seems 
to want is a long-term definition of 
“drought” that will always leave the 
State in a drought. “If you do you will 
have long-term ramifications for busi-
ness. You have to be careful how you 
describe your water situation.”

The State’s response, says Arant, 
has been, “We don’t know what’s go-
ing to happen for the rest of this water 
year, we want to keep an air of emer-
gency so water consumers don’t go 
back to their old ways.”

Arant points out that although man-
datory water conservation has been 
gone in the Valley Center Municipal 
Water District since 2016 that water 
consumption is still down 30% over 
the year before.

“We think in VC and in Hidden 
Meadows and in the county that the 
water efficiency measures that we 
asked people to incorporate into their 
lifestyles they have incorporated. It’s 
a limited resource. It’s a new ethic 
among our customers and it’s built 
into what people do now. A lot of peo-
ple have changed their landscaping, 
brought in artificial turf to save water. 
We will always encourage people to 
conserve by using water efficiently, 
avoiding waste. But we can’t say 
there is a water emergency when you 
see flooding or when some reservoirs 
are releasing water to make up for the 
spring melt that will come in March 
and April.”

Like many water executives, Arant 
advocates building more water stor-
age in the state. California hasn’t built 
a state-funded dam in more than 30 
years. Currently two proposed reser-
voirs are being studied: the Sites Res-

ervoir, north of Sacramento in Colusa 
County and the Temperance Flat dam 
on the San Joaquin River west of Au-
berry, California in the Sierra foot-
hills. 

“We are hopeful that we will be 
able to use the $2.7 billion from the 
2014 Prop. 1 water bond,” said Arant. 
Although the bond was authorized, 
the State still is developing regula-
tions on how the money will be spent. 
“Hopefully in the next two to three 
years we will see some action on 
those projects. We have such limited 
storage in the state that when we have 
a lot of rainfall and snowpack like we 
are right now that a lot of it is lost to 
the ocean. 

“When we hear that we need to save 
water, the answer is that we aren’t 
saving it because most of the water 
that comes in a high-water year is lost 
to the ocean,” said Arant. “It would 
be nice to be able to have another 
bit of storage. We only have enough 
storage in the state to get us through 
a couple of years. It would be great 
to add another 4-5 million acre feet to 
the system. We need ways to create 
links to use excess water to replenish 
the ground water basins. When that 
water runs out to the ocean it is lost. 
If we could capture and control it  and 
restore it to our groundwater basins.”

Bottom line, Arant believes that the 
State has grasped power in an emer-
gency that it is now very loathe to re-
linquish. “As we know how govern-
ment works, when they have control 
they are very reluctant to give it back. 
Even though it is obvious to anyone 
that the drought is over they are reluc-
tant to let it go.”

DROUGHT from 5

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com
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Bonsall Community Center
31505 Old River Rd.
Every other Friday ~ 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Jan. 06, 20
Feb. 03, 17
Mar.  03, 17,** Rancho Corrido RV Park 
14715 Hwy 76 
1st and 3rd Tuesday  ~ 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 
Jan. 03, 17 
Feb. 07, 21
Mar. 07, 21
Boys and Girls Club - Vista 
410 W. California Ave 
2nd and 4th Tuesday ~ 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Jan.  10, 24 
Feb.  14, 28 
Mar. 14, 28 Rancho Monserate 
4650 Dulin Rd 
1st and 3rd Wednesday ~ 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Jan. 04, 18 
Feb. 01, 15
Mar. 01, 15
County Operations Center 
5500 Overland Ave 
Alternating Fridays   
10:30 -2:00 p.m. 
Jan.  13, 27 
Feb. 10, 24 
Mar.  10, 24 Rancho Vallecitos Estates 
3535 Linda Vista Dr 
2nd and 4th Wednesday ~ 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Jan. 11, 25
Feb. 08, 22
Mar. 08, 22

Foothill Oak Elementary 
1370 Oak Dr 
1st and 3rd Thursday ~9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
 
Jan. 05, 19
Feb. 02, 16 
Mar.  02, 16 Rincon Community Day 
Care 
W Trail Ln 
2nd and 4th Wednesday ~ 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 
a.m.
Jan. 11, 25
Feb. 08, 22
Mar. 08, 22

Grandon Village 
1607 Grandon Ave 
2nd and 4th Tuesday ~ 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Jan.  10, 24 
Feb.  14, 28 
Mar. 14, 28 Rincon Recreation Depart-
ment
8030 West Tribal Rd 
1st and 3rd Wednesday 
3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 04, 18 
Feb. 01, 15
Mar. 01, 15
Hidden Meadows 
10333 E Meadow Glen Way 
1st and 3rd Tuesday ~ 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Jan. 03, 17 
Feb. 07, 21
Mar. 07, 21 San Elijo Hills 
1215 San Elijo Rd 
1st and 3rd Thursday ~ 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Jan. 05, 19
Feb. 02, 16 
Mar.  02, 16
Lake San Marcos 
La Bonita Dr 
1st and 3rd Thursday ~1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Jan. 05, 19
Feb. 02, 16 
Mar.  02, 16 San Pasqual Academy 
17701 San Pasqual Valley Rd 
1st and 3rd Wednesday ~ 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
 
Jan. 04, 18 
Feb. 01, 15
Mar. 01, 15
Lake Wohlford Resort/Café 
25484 Lake Wohlford Rd. 
Every other Friday ~ 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
  
Jan.    06, 20
Feb. 03, 17
Mar.  03, 17,** San Pasqual Children’s 
Center 
16152 Kumeyaay Way 
2nd and 4th Wednesday ~ 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m.
Jan. 11, 25
Feb. 08, 22
Mar. 08, 22

Lawrence Welk 
8975 Lawrence Welk 
1st and 3rd Tuesday
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Jan. 03, 17 
Feb. 07, 21
Mar. 07, 21 Stone Ridge Estates 
35109 Hwy 79 
2nd and 4th Thursday ~ 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 12, 26 
Feb. 09, 23 
Mar. 09, 23
Ponlisky Children’s Center
9400 Ruffin Ct
Alternating Fridays  
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Jan.  13, 27 
Feb. 10, 24 
Mar.  10, 24 Vista Adult School- Ex-
tended 
836 Olive Ave 
2nd and 4th Tuesday ~ 12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Jan.  10, 24 
Feb.  14, 28 
Mar. 14, 28
Quiet Oaks Mobile Home Park 
26455 Paradise Valley Rd 
2nd and 4th Thursday ~ 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Jan. 12, 26 
Feb. 09, 23 
Mar. 09, 23 Warner Springs 
30951 Hwy 79 
2nd and 4th Thursday ~ 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Jan. 12, 26 
Feb. 09, 23 
Mar. 09, 23

** Indicates a holiday or an In-Service Day - 
No make-up day will be scheduled

North County 
Mobile Library

I have been on this crock pot kick for the past week since we have had so much 
rain in San Diego County recently! It is so incredible to come home to a home 
cooked meal that fills your home with those comforting aromas. 

So that being said, I love pot roast but I am always trying to improve on the reci-
pes I have tried. This was one of those lick your plate clean kind of meals. I hope 
you all like it as much as my family and I do! 

2 lb roast
6 garlic cloves diced
2 cups of your favorite marinara sauce
2 cups beef stock
2 cups merlot wine
2 onions sliced into thick rings
2 Tbl onion powder
2 Tbl garlic powder
2 cups balsamic reduction
     (I use Rachel Ray’s premade in the bottle)
3 Tbl unsalted butter
Salt/ pepper to taste

In a sauté pan, melt the butter over medium heat. Season the roast with the onion 
powder, garlic powder and generous amount of salt and pepper.  Sear each side of 
the roast until a good crust forms. Place all ingredients except reserve 1/2 cup of 
the balsamic reduction. Mix into the crockpot, stir well. Cook on low for 8 hours. 
Serve with mashed potatoes, vegetables or salad. When plating this meal, drizzle 
the remainder of the balsamic reduction over the meat before serving. Enjoy!

Balsamic Pot Roast with Onions

HIDDEN MEADOWS NEWS
A newspaper by the community, for the community.

The majority of articles used for this paper are provided by 
residents of Hidden Meadows and Rimrock. This is your paper!

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com
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By RENEE SCHULTZ
You may know Juan Luna as one 

of the gems of our community. You 
can always find him any day of the 
week at his flower stand. Juan’s 
Flowers is much more than a typical 
place of business. Behind the color-
ful bouquets and floral arrangements, 
candy-like strawberries, local avoca-
dos, juicy limes, and the best lemons 
around, you will find the man who 
welcomes you with an open heart. 
You are already his friend, even if you 
don’t know it, yet.

While visiting Juan each week, I no-
ticed that I always leave happier than 
when I arrive. He greets me with a 
smile and kind words, which usually 
lead to a friendly conversation. The 
other day, I stayed a little longer and 
asked him some questions about his 
business. Like me, I’m sure you’re 
just as curious to know more about the 
little stand that’s been there for close 
to 40 years.

Juan shared his story of how he 
and his wife, Mimi, started across the 
street when there was nothing but an 
empty dirt lot. He pointed to the cor-
ner to show me where he stacked up 
buckets and boards to sell his flowers. 
Starting wasn’t easy, because he was 
constantly approached by police who 
asked him to leave. 

To make matters worse, young driv-
ers spun their tires, which forced dirt 
over his bouquets. He persevered for 
over a year until a miracle changed 
everything.

One day his friend, Mr. Payne, came 
by with some good news. He knew 
the person who owned the corner lot, 

Juan Luna: a man in the heart of our community
and arranged for Juan to legally sell 
his flowers in a permanent place. This 
changed everything for Juan, who was 
grateful for the wonderful blessing. 
He placed his hand over his heart as he 
explained, “Mr. Payne was a beautiful 
man with such kindness and generos-
ity.” Juan and Mimi grew from buck-
ets and boards to the covered canopy 
they currently use. 

Every morning, they load their truck 
with locally grown, fresh flowers and 
produce, and head out to their place. 
It takes them 30 minutes to set every-
thing up and begin selling at 7 a’m. 
After 6 p.m., they tear everything 
down and load up for the trip home. 
Yes, this older couple still accom-
plishes this task each day! 

Mimi also does all the floral ar-
rangements personally. You can see 
the love that goes into each bouquet. 
During the holidays, you can find spe-
cial table arrangements she creates for 
your home or office.

After asking Juan what he enjoyed 
about his neighborhood business, he 
shared, “I love all the beautiful people 
who come by each day. My arms are 
open to everybody and my heart is 
filled with happiness. All the people 
are like my family – it’s beautiful.” 
This love for people was apparent to 
me as I watched his interactions with 
his customers. 

One couple in particular, Rebecca 
and Mario, look forward to seeing 
Juan weekly. She said, “His heart is 
always open for us to come and visit. 

Juan Luna and his wife have been operating their flower stand for nearly 40 years.

The stand doesn’t just sell flowers, 
it also carries local produce, such as 
avocados, limes and lemons.

Rows upon rows of fresh flowers are 
arranged each day by Mimi Luna.

Juan Luna says “I love all the beautiful people who come by each day.”

A satisfied customer.

My respect for this man is great.” We 
can all agree, Juan is a special part of 
our neighborhood. He hopes to stay 
here forever. So, neighbors, come by 
to see him and you, too, will leave 
happier than you arrived.

Juan’s Flower stand is located on 
the corner of Mountain Meadow Road 
& Champagne Blvd., next to the Park 
& Ride. It’s open seven days a week 
from 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. (or later). Tenga 
buen dia!

www.HiddenMeadowsNews.com
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Part of the project entailed bridging 
a deep ravine that emergency vehicles 
could not cross, which forced firefight-
ers to go a mile or so out of their way 
to reach the other side. Crews laid a 
new culvert in the gully to bridge the 
gap.

The work on Merriam Mountains is 
one of several fire prevention initia-
tives that CAL FIRE has undertaken in 
the Deer Springs Fire Protection Dis-
trict over the past weeks. Hand crews 
from the Rainbow Conservation Camp 
recently thinned brush in the Hidden 
Meadows Community Foundation 
Park.

MERRIAM from 1

In March, a fundraising letter cam-
paign will kick off with the goal to raise 
money for specific projects and activi-
ties. As members of this great commu-
nity, you will have the opportunity to 
make a tax-free donation to the project 
of your choice. There will be no annual 
dues. 

Now that all the new positions on the 
Foundation Board are filled, the board 
looks forward to taking action as soon 
as possible on the four or five top pri-
orities that were discussed at the town 
hall meetings. 

Our activities are as extensive, fre-
quent and varied as the manpower to 
make them happen, so if you didn’t at-
tend the town hall meetings and want 
to volunteer in a large or small way, or 
if you have any questions, please con-
tact the Foundation president, Wendy 
Smith-Rogers at wsmithrogers@gmail.
com or 760-749-5652.

MEETING from 1

Your Local 
Propane Choice

1561 S. Mission Road, Fallbrook CA 92028
www.fallbrookpropanegas.com

760.728.9353   

24/7 Emergency Response
Free On-site Consultations

Local Friendly Service
Experienced Personnel

New Fleet of Delivery Trucks
Dependable Deliveries

We will perform a Free on-site analysis and estimate 
for propane equipment installation and maintenance 
to help you determine exactly what you need. 

Visit us on:

*Ask about Hidden Meadows and 
Rimrock Community Special Pricing

This is the same ravine pictured above, showing that emergency vehicles could 
not cross it, forcing them to take a detour. Improvements to the truck trail will 
make it easier to access emergencies.

And CAL FIRE is about to construct 
a fuel break along Moosa Canyon’s 
eastern ridge line to protect Hidden 
Meadows. Moosa Canyon is a steep 
gorge that separates Hidden Meadows 
and Valley Center. Hidden Meadows 
is vulnerable to a wildfire driven by 
easterly Santa Ana winds; a fuel break 
on the canyon’s rim would provide a 
line of defense. CAL FIRE officials 
will soon be contacting property own-
ers along the Moosa Canyon ridgeline 
to discuss the project.

Most of the work on Merriam Moun-
tains was performed by Rainbow Con-
servation Camp’s women inmates, 
who spent about 60 days hacking and 
removing brush. Bulldozer crews also 
spent about 100 hours smoothing and 
improving the trails.

Schuler said that the project is being 
paid for by funds from State Respon-
sibility Area fees and went through the 
necessary environmental review. He 
said that CAL FIRE appreciated the 
cooperation of Merriam Mountains’s 
20 or so landowners, the largest of 
which is Newland Sierra, who allowed 
access to their property to make the 
project possible.

A version of this article appears in 
Fire Safety News, a monthly e-news-
letter published by the Deer Springs 
Fire Safe Council. To subscribe go to 
www.DeerSpringsFireSafeCouncil.
com and click on the “SUBSCRIBE” 
link.
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